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BIG PICTURE
Nothing feels better than storming the field
after our big win against the team up north.
Take that Harbaugh!
Photo by David Heasley
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EDITOR'S NOTE

I

never really liked Christmas. I know—
I’m a jaded asshole. I’m working on that.
It was better when I was younger—
the time when my haul of extraneous nonbirthday goodies arrived solely on that fateful
day, and I hadn’t already seen A Christmas
Story a thousand plus times. Anymore,
it’s more of the same: gross overspending;
perverted mall Santas, intolerable jingles,
screaming babies, racist uncles, and the small
feeling of shame that accompanies a second
cousin opening your re-gifted candle.
Of course, it has its upside. There are lots
of unique seasonal sweets, like candy canes
and edible houses, and sledding with spiked
eggnog is the only way to spend a sunny,

snowy afternoon. Also, if you are feeling
homesick and anxious from your probably
lackluster college experience, you get to visit
those who love you—which more than likely
will come with lots of hugs, a trip to the mall
for new underwear, or at the very least a nice
meal from Applebee’s.
My mom and dad live a state a way, so the
holidays mean choosing sides and receiving
a guilt ambush from the losing party. There's
too much emphasis on one arbitrary day of
the year. For me, I believe that the holiday
cheer should be sprinkled around all
throughout the year.
This month, we decided to embrace the
spirit of the season—or, at least use it as an
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excuse to barrage the university with our
demands. Not only will you find a student
Christmas wish list, but an interview with
president Drake himself. And, for when it's
finally all over, we've compiled the best New
Year's parties our town has to offer. Now, we
can put this bullshit year behind us once and
for all—with some champagne and all of our
friends locking tongues and dancing wildly
by our side.
Here’s to a better next year,

Danny Hamen, Editor-in-Chief

614 Media Group
458 East Main Street
Columbus, OH 43215
Office: (614) 488-4400
Fax: (614) 488-4402

Disclaimer:
1870 is an independent publication and is not
affiliated with The Ohio State University. 1870 receives
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D E C E M B E R C A L E N DA R • Shit For Your Ears

BY B REE HEN RY

Mon. 12.05
M AC M I L L E R

Location: Express Live! Time: 6 PM
Admission: $32/$35
COTA Route: 82

Mac Miller, aka Larry Fisherman, aka
Delusional Thomas, aka Ariana Grande’s
boyfriend will grace Columbus with his
presence as part of his tour supporting
his newest album, “The Divine Feminine.”
From the downs of being addicted to
purple drank, and the ups spent dancing
in the limelight, this is a show you don’t
want to miss.

Weds. 12.07
S H A N A FA L A N A W /
CO M R A D E Q U E S T I O N

Location: Ace of Cups Time: 8 PM
Admission: $5-$8 COTA Route: 2

Here in Columbus, we are extremely
lucky to have a place like Ace of Cups—a
venue that brings national and local
acts to their perfectly lit bar, and this
show will be no different. Shana Falana
is one of those acts that you can say you
saw in a small club way back when. The
two-piece from New York is light, but
their slight air of 80s darkwave is what
makes them shine. Supporting this up
and coming band is Columbus’s own
Comrade Question. If you do only do one
or two things in December, make this
one of them.

12.16
Sat. 12.10

Thurs. 12.15

B E AT L E S M A R AT H O N

B L I T Z M A S 2 016
F E AT U R I N G P O P E V I L ,
RED SUN RISING,
BOBAFLEX, AND CITIZEN

Location: The Bluestone
Time: 12 PM-1 AM Admission: $20

online, $10 physical tickets at locations
around Columbus
COTA Route: 18 to the 10
In its seventh year, I found it hard to
talk shit about the Beatles Marathon.
In chronological order, artists from
Columbus will perform all officially
released Beatles tunes. Yes, all 215. It’s
amazing.

Sun. 12.11
S H E WA N T S R E V E N G E

Location: A&R Music Bar
Time: 7 PM Admission: $25
COTA Route: 82

Cold weather brings people together. But
even if the weather is unbearable, trust
in the sultry voice of Justin Warfield to
warm you up. His hip movements are
erotic in nature and are definitely not
something that I think about when I am
alone in my room after a failed Tinder
date.

Weds. 12.14
R E V E R E N D H O R TO N
H E AT W . N A S H V I L L E
PUSSY

Location: Skully’s Music Diner
Time: 7 PM Admission: $25
COTA Route: 2

12.05
12

Seemingly always on tour, Reverend
Horton Heat stops by Columbus to give
us a taste of their energetic “psychobilly”
music. When the weather outside is
frightful, you just gotta freakout indoors.
Comprised of a drummer, guitar player,
and an upright bass, these Texans know
how to bring a party.
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Location: Express LIVE Time: 6 PM
Admission: 2 for $25 COTA Route: 82

Does the thought of Slayer make your
skin crawl? Are Columbus metal outfits
Fever Nest or Bridesmaid too much
for you to handle? Well The Blitz has a
treat for you! In their annual Blitzmas
celebration, rock and rollers who love a
good melody can be themselves and still
wear that Affliction t-shirt proudly.

Fri. 12.16
PA PA DO S I O & E A R T H
NIGHT

Location: Park Street Saloon
Time: 8 PM Admission: $15-$20
COTA Route: 7

Supporting their enchanted release
(Pattern Integrities) from October,
Papadosio will make their return to
the capital city with support from
Ohio’s own, Earth Night. Consistently
entertaining, the band is mellow yet
energetic with a majestic light show.

Fri. 12.16
D I G I S AU R U S

Location: A&R Music Bar Time: 7 PM
Admission: $10 COTA Route: 7
Synths, lasers, and James (Allison), oh
my! Digisaurus makes their triumphant
return to Columbus for a show at A&R
Music Bar with Odds of Being Born
and Cherry Chrome. Touring steadily
throughout the US, Digisaurus is yet
another artist that you can say you
saw way back when. How to cook up a
delicious Digisaurus: pop, synth, lasers,
and a dash of soul.

Sat. 12.17
F I G G Y F E S T 2 0 16

Location: Ace of Cups Time: 8 PM
Admission: $7 suggested donation to

benefit the Mid-Ohio Foodbank
COTA Route: 2
In its seventh year, Figgy Fest returns to
raise money for the Mid-Ohio Foodbank,
with all door and raffle proceeds
benefiting this life-saving charity. With
band performances from 3 Speed
Sleigh, Placenta Claus & the Human
Santapede, Ebenezer Booze, and Figgy &
the Scrooges, Ace of Cups is the obvious
place to be.

Thurs. 12.29
TRANS-SIBERIAN
ORCHESTRA

Location: Nationwide Arena
Time: 4 & 8 PM Admission: $46-$78
COTA Route: 2
Rock and roll and Christmas and an
orchestra all together?! Sign me the
f*ck up! We have been hankering for
a squealing guitar and distorted violin
rendition of The Nutcracker since last
season—after all, what is more rock-nroll than the freakin’ Rat King?

12.29
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D E C E M B E R C A L E N DA R • Shit For Your Eyes
Thurs. 12.08, 15,22
YOG A @ C M A

Location: Columbus Museum of Art
Time: 6 PM
Admission: Donation Requested
COTA Route: 2

Ya know what’s more frustrating than
yoga? Modern art. Waddle on down to the
CMOA on a dreary Thursday evening for
an hour of torturous stretching followed
by a half an hour of serene meditation.
The galleries rotate so each week you’re
surrounded by some of the finest art this
cultureless hick town has to offer. The
yoga is led by Replenish: the Spa Co-Op,
and is paid for by your donation, so pony
up for the good cause.

Fri. 12.09
H A R R Y P OT T E R M AG I C A L
H O L I DAY B A L L

Location: Barnes and Noble (Easton)
Time: 7 PM
Admission: Free!
COTA Route: 18 to 83

Sad you never got that white owl when
you turned 13? Does your life lack
meaning without a wand at your disposal?
Well, wait no longer, it’s a f*cking Harry
Potter Ball, and you can win prizes for best
costume! Cancel that underage kegger,
because you officially have plans.

Sat. 12.10
U G L Y S W E AT E R C R AW L

Location: Bernard’s Tavern
Time: 12 PM
Admission: $20/$60 for VIP
COTA Route: 2

Thurs. 12.15
WINTER SOLSTICE

Location: Agricultural Administration

Don your favorite ugly sweater and creep
on down to the Short North to booze
it up from bar to bar in the name of
the Holy Spirit. Beer, Jagermeister, and
whiskey. Amen. Your VIP ticket purchase
will even buy you a limited edition ugly
sweater. Also, a donation of unopened/
new gifts for Toys for Tots would be
greatly appreciated.

Building
Time: 5:30-7:00 PM
Admission: Free!
Marking the onset of the winter season,
the shortest day/longest night of the
season, and the Pagan holiday, the
Agricultural Admin Building will play
host to the bash. Celebrate the winter
solstice with free hot chocolate, snacks,
and a labyrinth because as history
showed us, Pagans could never resist a
free cup of hot chocolate and a labyrinth.

Mon. 12.12

Thurs. 12.15 - Sat. 12.17

T H E N U TC R AC K E R

NCAA DIVISION I
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Location: Ohio Theatre
Time: The Nutcracker runs from 12.04-

24 and times vary depending on the date
Admission: Start at $29
COTA Route: 18
There is no excuse to miss one of the
most majestic ballets to ever exist. In
its 124th year in existence, the ballet
continues to astonish adults and children
alike. I wish I had something sarcastic
to say about The Nutcracker, but it is
entrancing as f*ck, ok.

01.02.2017
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BY B REE HEN RY

1870 MAGAZiNE • december 2016 • 1870NOW.COM

Location: Nationwide Arena
Time: TBD Admission: $40-$130
COTA Route: 2

People walking the streets may appear
taller than average as the city is set to
host the Division I Women’s Volleyball
Championship for the second time in
history. The top four teams will square
off in a proverbial war of sets and spikes
to determine which team shall reign
supreme. Although the Buckeye team
looks like they won’t be making the cut,
volleyball action doesn’t get any better
than this, so get your tickets now.

12.19

Sat. 12.17

Thurs. 12.29

D E PA R T M E N T O F A R T
B FA S E N I O R P R OJ E C T S
EXHIBITION

HARLEM
G L O B E T R OT T E R S

Location: OSU Urban Arts Space
Time: 5 PM Admission: Free!

Almost anything can be art. So this
exhibition could possibly consist of
nearly anything, who knows? You’ll have
to attend to find out. Showcasing the
work of graduating art majors the event
will potentially contain some piece of
art that will solicit an emotional reaction
from your cold human husk, and remind
you of what it feels like to be alive. Or
you may just see some cool looking shit.

Sun. 12.18
NINA AND VIRGINIA
S AV E C H R I S T M A S

Location: Axis Time: 7 PM
Admission: $12-$18.75 COTA Route: 2
Nina and Virginia West shows are epic
and this will be no different. The two
legendary Columbus drag queens return
with music, fierce choreography, and lip
syncing that would make even RuPaul
blush. Remember to bring those single
dollar bills and your sense of humor!

Mon. 12.19

Location: Schottenstein Center
Time: 2 & 7 PM
Admission: $15-$110
COTA Route: 18

Founded in 1926, The Harlem
Globetrotters will razzle and dazzle
audiences around the country for a game
of basketball. Full of antics and tricks, the
HG’s as we all call them, will inevitably
win their game against whoever dares to
be foolish enough to play them. Suckers.

Runs until 01.02
O H I O S TAT E C H I N E S E
L A N T E R N F E S T I VA L

Location: Ohio State Expo Center &
State Fair

Time: 10 PM
Admission: $15
COTA Route: 18

If the website to the Chinese Lantern
Festival can give any idea as to
how amazing this, then this will be
unforgettable. The festival falls on the
first lunar month of the Chinese calendar
and has origins as far back as the Qin
Dynasty. History aside, the festival is
absolutely stunning.

W W E M O N DAY N I G H T
R AW

Location: Schottenstein Center
Time: 7:30 PM Admission: $20-$120
COTA Route: 2

I always wanted a nice young man to
take me to a night at WWE Raw. Sweat,
groans, and spandex are what I am sure
will fill the void in my life. My sexless,
sweatless, groanless life. I already have
the spandex. Call me.

12.29
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PRETTY
FLY FOR
A WHITE
GUY
D

Dane Terry
Returns Home
to Ohio

ane Terry is not so much an artist as an art form. Refusing to be confined
to a single genre, his virtuosity often seems to be attempting to keep up
with the man it's pouring out of. Assuming he is human, made from the
same ligaments and cartilage and incisors as the rest of us, his work is all
the more impressive.
There are few hallmarks when it comes to Terry's performance. Long hair
cascading down his back, colorful spattering of tattoos decorating his lean frame, he
pounds away at the 88 keys laid out in front of him as though the instrument were
an extension of his limbs. He'll switch gears at a seconds' notice, stomping his way
through a boogie riff until he decides it's time to gracefully croon a gentle number
about...well, anything. Nothing is off limits in Dane Terry's freak brain.
He delivers his multifarious catalog of tunes with a signature “frillbilly” warble, a
charming detail that makes Terry seem uncannily relatable—the quintessential “boy
next door.” That's because he once was, but now this boy is rapidly making moves in
the New York City theater scene, garnering praise from Timeout New York and John
Cameron Mitchell, creator of the smash hit Hedwig and the Angry Inch.

S TO RY BY L E X V E G A S
P H OTO BY C H R I S TO P H E R AT WO O D

A native Ohioan, Terry moved from
his hometown of Columbus to NYC in
2011 to chase his dream, leaving behind
a brief stint at Ohio State University for
the bright(er) lights of the big(ger) city.
He says the move helped developed his
sense of self, to better understand what
he wanted to accomplish with his time
on the planet. “I was a student but I can't
really say I went, I didn't graduate,” he
explains over the phone. “It's sort of like
James Baldwin who had to move to Paris
to understand what it meant to feel like an
American. I had to move to New York City
to feel like an Ohioan.”
It was in the Big Apple that Terry began
to craft the songs that would eventually
become his most sophisticated work to

16

date, the 2015 full-length album Color
Movies. The record is layered thick with
wailing sax solos and searing guitar licks,
angelic strings and sparse electronic blips.
It's an intricately fleshed out statement,
recalling everyone from Leonard Cohen
to David Bowie throughout his musical
arc. These songs quickly became the basis
for a show he calls Bird in the House, after
a line in his song “Fighter.” The entire
course of the record details memories of
Terry's Ohio upbringing, some of which
didn't return to him until working on
Movies—many reignited by the singer
entering his third decade. “You turn thirty
and it of makes you go back and look at
your childhood. That was my adolescence,
what did I do with it?”
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Terry chose to turn that childhood
into an exemplary musical creation,
a complete tale of the mysteries and
anxieties of pubescence, with just enough
absurdity and grandeur to make not
only a captivating album, but an entire
theatrical performance, which he debuted
in April 2015. The addition of his quirky,
between-song stories brought context and
plot to the work, making it ready for live
consumption.
“It was already a song cycle, I had the
songs written and I knew the story but I
had to find the way of putting it together,”
Terry recalls. “It is a linear story, just
told out of order. I wanted it to feel like
a memory.” Bird covers a vast range of
musical genres, with the dark, subdued

“Clown” butting up to “My Baby Don't
Wanna Know” with its honky-tonk Elton
John key twinkling.
Though he performs the songs from
the album solo, armed with just a trusty
piano, his singular voice, and a whole lot
of chutzpah, the powerful message stays
true. This trip will be the first time Terry
is performing this show in his home state
and he picked some serious venues to debut
it in. His run starts with an appearance
at Cincinnati's Contemporary Arts Center,
which is then followed by a two-day bill
at Columbus' Wexner Center on the OSU
campus. “I've seen a lot of great things at
the Wex.” he says, eager to add his name
to the legions of artists who have graced
it's stage over the years. “When I lived in

Ohio I sort of took it for granted, but then I
moved to New York City and realized how
big of a deal it is. It's an internationally
respected venue with some real history,
it's an honor.” While this will be his first
time gracing the Wex stage, his unique
brand of entertainment has taken him
to some great heights over the past few
years, including a featured performance
at NYC's famed Lincoln Center. But it was
right here in Columbus that he sharpened
his chops.
“The Garden Theater really provided
me with my first opportunities in theater,
they've always been great to me. And Kafe
Kerouac too, they always paid me well and
they're one of the only places in town that
maintains their piano.” Though he's still

got plenty of new lands to take his show
to, Terry is already looking towards the
future. He recently received the Ethyl
Eichelberger award in New York, granting
him some time and money to work on a
new album, which he's currently in the
process of writing and hopes to release
to the world in early 2017. “I'll probably
always write pop songs,” he says of the
future, “but I've always been a musician
with a good theatrical sense. I'm looking
towards sort of a medium shift more into
theater, storytelling, even movies.”
Whatever route Dane Terry decides to
direct his creativity towards, if it comes
out of his spontaneous freak brain, it's
sure to be otherworldly and unforgettable.
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THE RISE of NIGHT BASS
Blazing the EDM Trail with AC Slater
BY L EA H SCHNEIDER
PH OTO BY COLLIN S L AATSC H

F

or most of the world, the name AC
Slater evokes the image of a curly
mullet-headed
Bayside
senior
wearing a pastel muscle shirt. But for those
of you versed in the deviant underbelly
of EDM culture, you might think of the
LA underground DJ whose unabashed
coolness and bass-forward pioneering has
contributed to the shape of the Electronic
Dance Music Renaissance.

This is the other AC Slater.
Slater’s songs are psychedelically
visceral—often challenging the basic
structures of dance music, while
simultaneously adhering to its form. Sure,
there are frequent bass drops and rhythmic
claps suggesting the beat, but at its core,
his sounds arouse a sentiment that goes
beyond your standard dubstep mix.
Although not quite a household name,
Slater’s songs have been sampled by majorlabel DJ’s like Diplo and Skrillex at bigticket events. He’s one of those guys whose
music you probably have heard, although
you may have never heard him name. He’s
been to Electric Forest and Holy Ship—
the largest EDM fests in the biz—playing
alongside the best of the rest.
At 11 a.m. Los Angeles time, A.C.
Slater picked up his phone to answer a
few questions from an admittedly overenthusiastic journalist/fan girl. Slater was
taking a quick break from his current tour,
one that consists of 26 shows and spanning
from LA, Toronto and Orlando,

ending right here in our own capital city.
Slater was only two shows in, but already
the momentum was high, invigorating his
passion to show the world something new.
“My whole agenda is to push new music.
80% of my set is new music by myself and
other artists. For me, my excitement about
Djing is to get people moving with new
music.”
This innovative sound falls under a
newfangled genre that Slater coined as
Night Bass.
“It’s an umbrella term of UK genre’s
that I like: UK garage, grime, house
music. Stuff that was underrepresented
when I started Night Bass; it started
representing people
that are hungry
for new music,
exposing them to
new artists.”
What better
venue to hose
than LeBoom
at Skully’s, the
show at Slater
will be wrapping
up his tour.

“I’m ready to do it. Finish out big.”
18
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Slater considers himself an
underground artist compared to
others. Although he plays the bigboy events, it is the newness of his
sound that makes him an important
facet of the underground EDM
community.
“The sounds are underground,
but I feel the sound and the impact
can reach a bigger audience. There
is a curation of different genres,
jumping inside of my head and
looking at my taste in music. I’m
heavily influenced by Hip Hop. I’m
also influenced by old 90s rave stuff.
Next level stuff."
Be ready Columbus, we’re
wrapping up this epic tour of newwave EDM with an artist that has
the drive and passion to up-end main
stream bass music.

To listen to AC Slater's Fall 2016
Tour Mix, go to soundcloud.com/
acslater and let the bass get you
pumped up for a great show. Advance
tickets are $10, and the show is 18+.
Doors are at 8 p.m.
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The Struts are one of the more

LUKE SPILLER OF THE STRUTS TELLS IT LIKE IT IS
BY L EX V EG AS A N D BR EE H E N RY
P HOTO BY C HR I S C UF FAR O

20

1870 MAGAZiNE • december 2016 • 1870NOW.COM

dominant young rock bands in today's
unsteady music industry, snagging
opening slots for The Rolling Stones
and Guns N' Roses, as well as scoring a
massive radio hit with their single “Could
Have Been Me.” The flamboyant fourpiece has even had custom stage outfits
made by Freddie Mercury's personal
designer, which is truly a sign they're
doing something right. On December 9,
they bring their gargantuan stage show
to Express Live! for the 105.7 Xmas Party
alongside Coin, Holy White Hounds,
and Daymare. The fab lead singer Luke
Spiller spoke with 1870 about his band's
new found fame.

1870 - I read that you started off
listening to Christian and gospel music
when you were growing up. What was
your parent's reaction when you started
listening to Led Zepplin and AC/DC?
Luke Spiller - Everyone seems to
think that my upbringing was, let's
say, stricter than it actually was. It was
great. The only artist who was a bit of
a risqué one was probably [Marilyn]
Manson. They ended up going to this
movie thing which was like Christian
propaganda, about how Manson
brainwashed kids, those school kids
at Columbine, and they got a bit
freaked out by that. So I could listen to
anything apart from Manson I guess.

1870 - Have you embraced being lumped
into the glam rock genre? Most articles
just talk about your band as glam
rockers, but I think your music goes a bit
deeper than that.
LS - I think it's fine; it's good to get
a label. If you're not getting a label
then you're probably doing something
wrong. It's good to be called anything,
even if it is like, glam rock, hard rock,
shit rock. You've got to have one label
so I guess glam rock certainly isn't the
worst one you could have. It works for
me.

1870 - I saw you also started writing new
original material again, when do you
expect to start recording?
LS - Recording basically happens
anytime that we're not touring,
whenever we have time off. But we've
only just started [writing], just coming
up with ideas and stuff. We'll probably
have an album out by the fall of next
year.

1870 - You were doing some of that
writing in L.A. Are you based more in the
States now than in London?
LS - I'm based on a tour bus. (Laughs.)
Sometimes
in
L.A.,
sometimes
elsewhere, just wherever the idea hits.

1870 - Have you noticed a difference
between audiences in the United States
and audiences in Europe?
LS - Well, America actually plays our
music on the radio, which is really

cool. The U.K. doesn't and hasn't for
five years, but you can't compare
really. France is great, Holland's great,
Germany's great. The whole world is
really taking notice, apart from the
U.K. But, you know, f*ck 'em.

1870 - Did you have any day jobs before
taking the band full-time?
LS - I was a waiter for various hotels
and restaurants for quite a number of
years, I was a cleaner, I was a nightclub
photographer, I did loads of random
stuff. I tried to be a gigolo once, but
that didn't work out.

1870 - Oh no, what happened?
LS - My mum found the history on the
Internet, that was one of the times she
got mad at me. I can still fall back on
that! I even put down a £250 deposit,
which I'll never get back, but it's still
valid for six years apparently.

1870 - Where do you find all of your
clothes? I want to wear all of them, so
where do I shop to get your style?
LS - I get a lot of things that are custommade by various U.K. designers. I sit
them down and talk out exactly what
I want. And a lot of vintage stuff,
you know, anything I can find really.
That's basically it. I just make it up as
I go along.

1870 - What are your plans for early next
year?

Shot
Chop Sticks
Glass of 7up
Slam the Table and Go!

LS - I'm recording! I get like two
weeks off, but not really off. If you've
ever been away from home for awhile,
when you come back, that time isn't
off. You have to spend it catching up
with people, and being with family and
stuff. In terms of me being on my own,
watching nature documentaries and
scratching my balls, that's few and far
between. I've taken a life of constantly
doing stuff now, which is fine, it just
means I'm gonna have a heart attack
by the time I'm 38.

1870 - Or you can be like Lemmy and
rock until you're 70.
LS - I could get a heart transplant from
a young 18 year old male, followed by
yearly blood transfusions.
Grain Neutral Spirit, Sake and Natural Flavors, 33% ABV (66 proof)
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THE COOLEST G IN COLUMBUS
HAPPENIN
BY L EX VEGAS
PH OTOS BY DAVID HEASL EY

A&R Bar – CD102.5 Official New Year's Axis - New Year's Weekend 2017
Dec 30: RuPaul's Drag Race Season 8 Top 3 divas Kim
Bash feat. Cadaver Dogs, Zoo Trippin', Friday:
Chi and Naomi Smalls w/ Nina West & DJ Alan
Worn Flints
Saturday: Dec 31: The cast of Orlando's Pulse Nightclub w/
Time: 8:00 p.m. Admission: $10 advance/$15 day of show.

Columbus' two major music powerhouses CD102.5 and Promowest
Productions are throwing a huge bash featuring three of the city's
best rock acts at one of the area's premier venues. What the hell else
could you ask for? Local faves Zoo Trippin' and Worn Flints will
get your champagne buzz bubbling, and the mighty Cadaver Dogs
will make you forget 2016 even happened. Expect a lot of volume,
kissing, and beer in your sequins.
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Nina West & DJ Rob Engel
$10-30, VIP & weekend passes available

The city's premier LGBTQ bar also throwing one of it's wildest
NYE events with reality TV stars, DJs, and the cast of Orlando's
Pulse Nightclub hitting the stage to celebrate the future, all with
Columbus' resident premiere drag queen Nina West at the helm. If
you have to spend the holidays with a bunch of conservative family
arguing politics, this will be a perfect place to shake off the winter
blues and enjoy a night you will (maybe) never forget.

REASONS WHY
NEW YEAR'S EVE
IS BETTER THAN
CHRISTMAS
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

1
Champagne vs. egg nog; do we
need to explain?

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2
You get to party all night with
your best friends instead of
sitting around while your sweaty
uncle snores in a recliner.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

3
You get to wear your fanciest
sparkly gown; throw that ugly ass
sweater in the garbage already.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

4
On Christmas Eve you have to
go to bed early if you want Santa
to come, but on NYE you're
supposed to stay up ALL NIGHT
LONG BABY!

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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COSI - Pink Floyd Digital Shows in the
Planetarium
Dark Side of the Moon- 8:15pm
The Wall- 9:15pm

The folks at COSI have decided to blast psychedelic computergenerated visuals and some of the most iconic and trippy concept
albums of all-time over the largest planetarium screen in Ohio to
celebrate NYE. Awesome. Though this magazine does not encourage
or endorse breaking any laws whatsoever, it is possible to get away
with ripping a three-and-a-half foot bong in the COSI parking lot
or sneaking in edibles to the planetarium, “or so this author heard
from someone else entirely we promise.”

Skully's- New Year's Spectacular 2017 feat.
DJs Chuckstar & Skull Dogg
Party Favors & Champagne toast at midnight!
Time: 8:00 p.m. 21+ Admission: $8 advance/$10 day of show
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Skully's is always good for a solid dance party and this end of the
year party will be no different. Their fantastic sound system will
definitely be cranked to 11 as a pair of DJs spin all your favorite hits
while you pour back that seventh (eighth, ninth) vodka cran. Bonus
points if you dance on stage and don't fall off or get forcibly removed.

Park Street Saloon - Ekoostik Hookah w/
Vibe and Direct
Time: 7:00 p.m. Admission: $20

If you're an Ohioan and jam bands are your thing, then you've
probably already seen Ekoostik Hookah more times than you can
shake a rainstick at. But every musician worth their salt knows that
NYE is the time to really let loose, so who knows what sort of tricks
these guys will have up their sleeves for this show? Only one way to
find out, leave your goddamn drum circle in the dust and get your
ass to Park Street Saloon!

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

5
Everyone looks forward to
belting “Auld Lang Syne” or
Prince's “1999,” whereas every
Christmas song ever created
sucks complete ass.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

6
I'd rather force sauerkraut down
my gullet for good luck once a
year than ever have to look at a
fruitcake again in my life.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

7
There's no religion involved;
automatic win.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

8
Christmas is still going to fall in
2016, but NYE marks the end of
this goddamn f*cking shithole
nightmare of year once and for
all, and we can finally enter the
era of our great and glorious
leader Emperor Trump.
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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BY BR EE HE N RY A N D DA NN Y HA M EN

The hardest working person at OSU shares his passion with the world

osu's Maestro

I

nterviewing the president
of one of the largest universities in the country comes
with its complications. It’s
not that Michael V. Drake is
an intimidating man—his thin,
wire frame glasses and warm,
earnest smile begging the contrary—but one can only wonder
what goes through the mind of a
person entrusted with so much
responsibility.
For us, in this strange and
beautiful moment, we don’t rush
into administrative politics, his
thoughts on the election, or how
to fill the giant shoes of a gregarious bow-tied legend. We get
more personal—dissecting that
one thing that gives makes him
feel human, temporarily letting
him escape academia, at least
for a moment of brevity during
his morning commute—the passion for music.
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"REMEMBER
TO IMAGINE
YOURSELF AS
A PART OF
THE FUTURE,
BUT NOT THE
FUTURE AS IT
LOOKS TO YOU
WITHOUT YOU IN
IT, BECAUSE YOU
ARE ABLE TO
CHANGE IT."

“It’s a wonderful thing that we as humans can kind of respond to music,” he said with a perky elation. “It’s great that
music has a way for us to communicate with each other and
connect with people and carry on messages that are hopeful or
political or soothing or optimistic, so it’s always been a fun part
of my life. Music can be an escape or pathway or zone or place.”
Did you know that President Drake is a Pink Floyd super
fan? How about that he is on the board for the Rock N’ Roll
Hall of Fame, and once played an invite only show where he
covered Prince? Did you know that he was also once an aspiring race car driver? Well, neither did I, so I decided to look
deeper into the history of Drake’s relationship with cars and
rock n’ roll.
It starts with a young man living in Sacramento.
Drake grew up in a significant time in the world of music,
specifically for the genre of rock and roll. California was a pretty
crazy place to be in the ‘60s—a mixture of psychedelic and British invasion and experimental jazz were invading the ears and
minds of a generations, supplying a soundtrack to a movement
of pissed off people, generating something that meant a lot more
than taking drugs and banging on guitars and saxophones.
“Motown was the big influence and it was just hot and
hitting; The Beatles and the British invasion were a huge influence. When I was in high school, the San Francisco music
scene then arose just hot and hitting; the psychedelic music
from just down the road arose when I was in high school, so I
heard those three types of music a lot. Earlier I had listened or
heard more kind of straight R&B because of my older brother
and sister. But then my brother became a real modern jazz fan
so at home I heard a lot of Miles Davis and John Coltrane, so all
of the bands of the late 50s and early 60s.”
While influenced by many now iconic musical artists, Drake
worked at the legendary and now defunct Sacramento location
of Tower Records while a student at Stanford University.
“I started working there when I was in college so all of my
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colleagues there were mostly from my high school. They all
played rock and roll and I tended to play jazz mainly for relief
because we’d play records all day. So I played and listened to
lots of jazz through the ‘70s and ‘80s. It was really Miles, Coltrane, and lots of Herbie Hancock. My purchases were more
jazz until we had children.”
For Drake, he wanted to pass his passion along to his children, enriching them with the same cultural experiences he
had in his own life.
“My children are music lovers. My older son is a great pianist because he grew up in a house where we listened to music
all of the time, so he always wanted to play the piano. He was
classically trained although he primarily plays jazz now. When
he was eleven he became interested in the opera, so we started
regularly going to the opera and got much more interested in
opera in those years.”
According to him, exposing his children to a variety of
sounds at an early age gave them not only joy, but also insights
into the world of sound.
“Children and babies like music before they even know
what they are supposed to like. I can play a little of something
at home and my one year old little granddaughter starts to
dance. She’s barely talking but she hears a little music and she
thinks that she should dance. It’s great to see the way music
touches people from all around the world and how we all listen
to different types of culturally different music.”
Of course, Drake was an adventurous child. He had an insatiable curiosity and, from what he tells me, a need for speed—
kind of like Dale Earnhardt, or Vin Diesel from Fast and Furious.
“I always wanted to go after my hobbies. We had a go-cart
when I was child, so I thought I’d be a race car driver. We had
an 8mm camera so I made home movies with kids in the neighborhood, so I thought that’d be a good thing to do. And then I
thought I should go to medical school because I thought med-

Explore Columbus
with your BuckID
Snow days, holidays
and every day!

icine would be a good job. I knew what that
was and knew how to do that. I thought I
would do that and keep the other things as
my hobbies. I always thought I was going
to go to medical school in high school and I
was pre-med always from day one. I was 24
when I graduated medical school.”
As the dust in the office begins to settle,
and my precious 30 minutes comes to an
end, we finish the interview on a high note.
I ask Drake what advice he has for students
that feel overwhelmed by the endless anxieties of a postgraduate life.
“Relax, breathe, and center yourself
as you’re thinking about your future. You
have a lot of unexamined choices that
you’ve probably made. Remember to imagine yourself as a part of the future, but not
the future as it looks to you without you in
it, because you are able to change it. Allow
yourself to get centered, look at the future
you’d like it to be, put yourself in that future, being who you’d like to be, and then
the pathway towards that becomes relatively clearer. Whether or not you get to
that thing, you can at least aim towards it in
life that in moment to moment is fulfilling
and to try to enjoy and be really engaged in
your life. Then the outcome is the outcome.
It creates a place you can live as you move
forward.”
Thanks Drake, I feel a little better already.
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Yes,‚ it is that time of year. So,‚ in order
you get what you want,‚ we scoured Reddit
find out what OSU students want to find in
‚ hope Santa doesn,t
‚ drop the ball
Let,s

6

Proper camber on the sidewalks
so water doesn't pool up in the
rain.

7

8

Bring back quarters!

A break.

2

9

Better toilet paper seems like a pretty
reasonable request. I understand why
we don't have Charmin 8-ply ultra soft
whatever, but we deserve more than the
tissue paper we have now.

Tuition.

10

The recording studio in Denney
Hall for my bedroom.

3

A "drop your lowest class" option on
transcripts.

11

Not have the honors dorms be some of
the worst dorms on campus.

A, “enforced” ban of biking on sidewalk…
enforced by aircraft.

12

The recording studio in
Denney Hall for my
bedroom.

Taking control of the parking..and
getting rid of c*nt parc.
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14

How to properly heat a building... There
are days where it's too damn hot and
days when it's too damn cold.

1

5

13

Mirror Lake/Browning Amphitheater
open for graduation pictures.

50 OSU hoodies, 50 OSU sweatpants,
a few scarves, smaller classes, and a
CampusParc credit.

All of the 18th Ave, Neil, and Mirror
Lake construction would be complete.

4

to make sure
and Twitter to
their stocking.
this year.
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15
16

Bring back free water and
cupts at Berry Café in
Thompson.

17

A bottle of Jack Daniels and
some fireworks.

18

To download all the info I
would have gotten by studying
over the next few years.

19

Less gentrification. Oh, and
more taco options.

20

A giant keg full of
egg nog.
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Under $20

Amazon Prime Gift Guide
For the procrastinators and cheapskates in all of us

Let’s face it—Jesus’ birthday is rapidly approaching and you
haven’t done shit. (That’s ok. We haven’t either.)
Thanks to the technological advancements of the modern world, you can order
next-day delivered gifts for all of your undeserving friends from the comfort
of your dorm room. Don’t have Amazon Prime? No worries, you can start a
free trial for your holiday shopping, as long as you remember to cancel after
the first month. (That's how the bastards get you.) Happy spending!

For the Fiesty Vegan
Thug Kitchen: eat like you give a f*ck $12.00
Vegan AF Embroidered Adjustable Cap $19.99

For the Beer Snob
Set of Six Pilsner Beer Sampler Tasters $14.99
Beer Drinking Emoji Shirt $19.95

For the Seasoned Adventurer
Ultra Small & Lightweight Rover Portable Hammock $14.87
LED Camping Lantern with Ceiling Fan $12.99

For the Buckeye Fan
Infinity Love Buckeyes Charm Bracelet $9.90
NCAA Male Garden Gnome $19.99
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For the Fantasy Nerd
Game of Thrones Targaryen Dragon
Die-Cast Pendant Necklace $9.50
Walking Dead Glen Action Figure
(Collect all five.) $15.35
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BUCKLE DOWN
TO P F IVE PL AC E S TO S T U DY F O R F I N A L S TH AT
A R E N ’ T C ROW D E D W ITH A S S H O LE S
S TO RY BY S A M A N T H A R U W E • P H OTO S BY K E R E M G E N C E R

O

hio State has over 40,000 students enrolled. The free space in
libraries is non-existent unless you sprint to the library right when
it opens. When finals roll around, good luck even trying to breathe
in the main libraries, which are 18th Avenue Library (what used to be
known as SEL) and Thompson. Worry not dear students, since Ohio State is
a spacious campus full of buildings half of us don’t even know the name of,
there are so many other places for students to study. We picked out a few of
my favorites.
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1

HOPKINS
H A L L G A L L E RY

In Hopkins Hall there is an art gallery, just
outside there is a room with tables, and I
have never seen more than five students
occupy the space. If you are looking for a
quiet place to study with artsy, peaceful
vibes, then Hopkins Hall Gallery is the
place. There’s even a microwave for study
snacks. If you need a study break you can
peruse the gallery, as the exhibitions are free
and open to the public. What better way to get
the creative juices and productivity flowing?

2

ORTON
H A L L L I B R A RY

Some people know of Orton Hall Library
and I’m not going to say it’s always empty,
but it’s such a quaint environment that it
had to be added it to this list. There is a lot of
seating and it’s silent for the most part if you
enjoy studying in quiet places. The scenery
is reminicent of some sort of gothic, vintage
chamber. The aesthetic is loads different
from the modern vibes of Thompson and
SEL. Right outside the library there is the
Orton Geological Museum—talk about an
interesting study break. Another perk is that
Crane Café, located in Hagerty Hall, is only
a building away so it’s easy to grab coffee and
food before securing a study spot in Orton.

3

PRIOR
HALL

Prior Hall, which is home to the Health and
Sciences Library, is a hidden treasure. I feel
like I’m giving away the med students little
secret by exposing this place, but I highly
recommend this spot if you’re scrambling
last minute to find a place to study for finals.
No, you don’t have to have to be any type of
science major to have access—trust me I’m
the furthest thing from a from a science
person and I study here. The first through
the fifth floor have study areas. They’re
typically opened from 7:30 a.m. to 11:45
p.m. Monday through Thursday.

4

DENNEY
HALL
STUDENT
LOUNGE

Located on the fourth floor of Denney Hall
there is a student study lounge. Denney
Hall is home to the English Department,
but you don’t need to be an English major
to utilize this space. A major perk for every
sleep deprived college student during finals
is the free coffee the student lounge offers.
This room is typically always empty too.
Unfortunately, the hour’s kind of suck, as
they are only open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. But
for the free caffeine buzz, going here for a
few hours is still worth it. Hours subject to
change during finals!

5

GIVE SOME GET SOME!
Get a $10 bonus gift certificate
for every $50 in gift cards
that you purchase.

GIANT
E AG L E
MARKET
DISTRICT

The market district is located off campus,
840 W 3rd Avenue Columbus, OH, 43212,
but it’s worth the short drive from campus.
Above the Starbucks in Giant Eagle there
is a huge area full of tables for students to
study. I have never had a problem finding a
space during finals. This probably is a place
for someone who enjoys some background
noise while studying. I’ve gone here
multiple times and then did my grocery
shopping for the week right after—talk
about convenient. Another key aspect for
Giant Eagle Market District is the fact that
it’s open 24 hours every day of the week.

Open Daily for Lunch & Dinner!
www.PIESandPINTS.net
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P H OTO S BY DAV I D H E A S L E Y
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hometeamproperties.net

Your home away
Excellent locations | Short walk to the OSU campus | 1-25 Bedroom |
Professional staff | Spacious rooms | On-site & In-unit washer/dryer | Security
systems | Off-street parking | 24 hour maintenance | Furnished units available
Upgraded interiors | Minutes from shopping & entertainment. Close to
Downtown, Short North, Grandview, Brewery and Arena districts

614-291-2600

y from home!
PROPERTY LIST RENT STARTS AT $400 PER PERSON

1-5 Persons
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

77 E. 7th 1-2
1181 Say 1-2
77 E 7th 2-4
290 E. Lane 1-5
556 S Drexel 1-2
45-45.5 Euclid 3
291 E 14th 3-4
192 E. 12th 2-4
192-194 E 11th 2-3
320 E. 17th 2-4
331 E. 18th 2-4
333-335 E 12th 3-5
350 E. 12th 2-4
1369-1373 Summit 2-3
414-416 E Whittier 3-4
1366 -1400 Indianola 3-4
1548-1550 Hunter 2-4
222 E. 11th 2-5
45 Euclid 3
1394 ½ Indianola 3
84 E. 9th/High 3-4
165 E. Northwood 3-4
180-182 W. 8th 3-4
1712 Summit 3-4
333-335 E. 12th 3-5
1516-1518 Summit 3-5
235 E. 11th 4-5
78-80 W. Norwich 4
104-106 W. Northwood 4
108 W Northwood 4
167 E. Norwich 4
61-63 E. Woodruff 4-5
73-75 Chittenden 4-5
80-82 Euclid 4-5
122 W Northwood 5
225 E. 11th 4-5

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

328 Chittenden 4-5
2251-2253 Neil/Lane 4-5
2310-2312 High 4-5
1529 Summit 4-5
50-52 Euclid 4-5
1712 Summit 2-3
1510 Hamlet 4-5
1514 Hamlet 4-5
186 E 11th 4-5
1635 Summit 4
265 E 11th 4
225 E 11th 4-5
301 E 17th 5
1516-1518 Summit 3-5
61-63 Woodruff 4-5
56 W Norwich 4-5
235 E 11th 5
291 E 14th 5-7
140-142 E 11th 5

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
291 E. 14th 4-6
•
1633-1635 Summit 4-6
•
122 W. Northwood 5
Select units* •
140-142 E. 11th 5
•
21 E. Maynard/High 5-6
•
56 W. Norwich 5-6
•
92-94 Frambes 5-6
•
109-111 E. Woodruff 5-6
•
113-115 E. Woodruff 5-6
116 W. Northwood 5-6
130 W. Northwood 5-6
225 E. 11th 5-6
237 E. 11th 5-6
•
328 Chittenden 5-6
•
1516-1518 Summit 5-6

6-7 Persons
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1641 Indianola 5-6
72 E. Woodruff 6
96 E. Woodruff 6
103-105 E. Woodruff 6
308 E. 14th 6
1394 Indianola 6
149-151 Chittenden 4-7
299-301 E. 17th 5-7
78 E. Woodruff 7
186 E. Northwood 7
193 Frambes 7
1993 Summit/19th 7
28 E. 11th 6-7
73 Chittenden 6
52 Woodruff 7
284 E 13th 6-7
286-288 E 16th 6-7
289 E 14th 6-7
328 E 17th 6-7
1656 Summit 6-7
1668 N 4th/13th 6-7
2143 Indiana/Lane 6-7
2215-2217 Neil/Lane 6-7
194 E 12th 5-6
192-194 E 11th 3-6
291 E 14th 4-6
2040 Tuller 7
98 E 18th 6-7
1394 Indianola 6
86-88 Chittenden 7
1995 Waldeck 7

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

130 W. Northwood 7-8
88 W. Northwood 8
185 E. Lane 8-9
187 E. 12th 8
242 E 18th 8
408 E. 15th 8
1888 Summit/17th 8

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

199 E. 14th 8-9
179 E. Lane 8-9
278 E. 14th 8-9
278 E. 15th 8-9
222 E. 16th 9
150 Frambes 9
193 Frambes 8

10+ Persons
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call today to schedule your tour

8-9 Persons

614-291-2600
52 E. Woodruff/Tuller 7-8
86-88 Chittenden 7-8

80-82 Euclid 8-10
115 E. 12th/Indianola 8-10
195 E. 14th 8-10
62 E. Woodruff 9-10
119 E. 13th 9-10
150 Frambes 9-10
244 E. 17th 9-10
1957 Indianola/17th 9-10
135 E. 14th 9-11
58 E. 12th 10-11
71 E. 13th 10-11
1985 Waldeck/18th 10-11
1965 Indianola/17th 10-12
1846 Summit/16th 10-13
90 E. 12th 12-14
86 Chittenden 14-15
43 E. 15th 15-16
1952 Iuka 12-16
240 E. 15th 18-24
1978 Iuka 18-22

THE
GREAT
APP
DASH
Roman Atwood Teams
up with OSU graduate to
design a killer free app
S TO RY BY DA N N Y H A M E N

There is something absurdly
relatable about Smile Inc.
If it isn’t the ceaseless coffee
overconsumption, the avoidance
of humdrum office parties, or the
subliminal “be happy” messages
decorating the virtual workplace,
it is the overarching narrative of
the game—to climb the corporate
ladder or die a horrific death.
Sounds about right.
46
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THE
GREAT
APP
DASH

“It has been refreshing to see how much Roman
understood video games, and even mobile games,
but also how into contributing ideas he was. And
they weren’t shitty ideas either.”
The indie gaming company Super
Lame Games’ Smile Inc. exceeded 3
million downloads during their launch
in late October, astonishingly surpassing
a release by gaming colossus, EA Games,
clenching the spot for the number one
app worldwide.
Even though Smile Inc. is enjoyed
from Toledo to Tokyo, it was developed
in an unassuming office space in the
Short North, right next to Condado
Tacos.
The gameplay is fairly simple—
your character runs through a boobytrapped office, floor by floor, evading
obstacles like gigantic scissors, pencil
barricades, and robotic sharks, all to the
beat of a tacky elevator ditty. There are
countless achievements and unlockable
accessories, a rewarding leveling
system, and randomly generated floors,
keeping the game satisfyingly fresh for
an app that costs nothing.
But what gives the game its edge—at
least from a marketing standpoint—is
that the protagonist is none other than
Columbus’s own YouTube prankster,
Roman Atwood—and, if you get far
enough, his girlfriend and two sons.
Super Lame Games began as
partnership between Carl Zealer of the
Canal Winchester based toy company
Nowstalgic Toys, and Rainer Ziehm of
Super77, a design boutique on North
High Street. Ziehm and his team have
been hard at work in Columbus for the
past decade—from creating motion
graphic animations for Honda and Nike,
to working on music videos for Red Hot
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Chili Peppers and RJD2, and a lot of
things in between.
Eventually, Ziehm decided to create
an offshoot of his company, dubbed
Super88, to strictly create apps that
serve as companion products to Zealer’s
toys.
“When we started Super88 and Super
Lame Games, it was always the toy first
and app second, meaning that the app
supported the toy,” Ziehm said. “Well,
now we flipped it. Smile Inc. is our first
venture into a pure self-standing app
that has toys to support it.”
The office of Super77 is wacky and
exactly what you might expect out of
hip design boutique—first pressing
vinyl records from 1977 decorate the
walls alongside vintage game boxes
and controllers; a skee-ball game sits
in the break room alongside a foosball
table, and a retro console collection
prominently sits in the front lounge,
complete with a leather couch and a
large stone chair shaped as a hand.
Ziehm wanted to create a product
that he and his team could call their
own—a tangible product that isn’t sold
away to branding executives and rock
bands. That is when he decided to team
up with Zealer and start developing
games for mobile devices.
“The genesis of Smile Inc. started
a few years back as a fun project when
one of the Super77 designers, Andrew
Martin, used dynamics and physics to
manipulate characters in 3D called,
called rag doll physics,” said Nate Reese,
creative director. “He created a series
of hilarious GIFS of people just being

brutalized, run over by cars, things of
that nature. You can imagine there were
specific clients that were bombarded
with lots of things.”
Flash forward a few years, and the
team got the green light to make a game—
so they decided to use the physics engine
created by Martin. “It was so funny to
watch these stupid dummies get beat
up by these different objects,” Reese
laughed. “Well, we thought, ‘what if we
could take a traditional endless runner,
and dial it up to an 11?’”
Well, much to their delight, their
recent partnership with Zealer gave
them access to Atwood, whose stomping
grounds were adjacent to Zealer’s
Canal Winchester toy factory. Atwood
grew up admiring Zealer’s “fetishized
car collection,” including a throwback
DeLorean and a fully functioning
Batmobile, making them fast friends.
In total transparency, I can’t stop
playing the game. Sure, I can justify this
time spent as research, but in actuality,
this game is just addicting as hell. With
every try, I get further and further,
dodging saw blades and mousetraps,
accumulating points and self-satisfaction
along the way with every floor I conquer.
Mobile games don’t have to be shitty.
Yeah, they don’t have the depth of, say,
the Baldur’s Gate trilogy, but they hold
inherent value in their own way, serving
as an accessible, on-the-go distraction
from the monotony of everyday life, like
a boring day of work.
Just like a real day at the office—
except in this case there is a lot more
pixelated blood.

Smile Inc. is available for
download in the Android and
iTunes App Store. For more
about Super Lame Games
and their other titles, visit
superlamegames.com.
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SHREDDIN’ T HE G N A R
College Nights at Mad River Mountain
S TO RY BY DA N N Y H A M E N • P H OTO BY C O L L I N S L A AT S C H

I

arrive to the mountain at midnight.
Chunks of powered snow fall from
the clouds above and onto my body,
keeping me awake and alert for the
hours of movement ahead. I am already
three beers deep, but I decide to go to
the lodge for whiskey—I will need it if I
am to claim Mad River Mountain.
Higher and higher I go up the ski
lift, a 6-foot board strapped to my feet,
the skiers below looking like whizzing
grasshoppers. I clench my heart and
swallow deep. “This is it,” I say to
myself, almost convinced. “No turning
back now.” The lift reaches the peak
of the mountain, and I slide off, onto
my board toward the top of the slope.
“Ride or die.”
Unfortunately for me, I didn’t
know how to snowboard. Yeah, I
played the video games, and watched
a few instructional videos, but I am
not coordinated by any stretch of the
imagination. Within seconds I fall on
my ass and start rolling and flailing

down the mountain. I try to get up,
fall back down, catch myself with my
wrists like an idiot, and continue to
tumble. The boarders and skiers on the
lift above are now taunting me, calling
me a beached, dead, seal when I finally
decide to give up and just lie in the
snow, defeated.
This wasn't over. Sure, I retreated
to the lodge at first to lick my wounds,
warm my feet, and get another drink.
That is what extreme sports is
all about—getting messed up and
getting back into the ring, even if that
means potential injury. After all, I had
insurance, and to me it costs a lot less
than my pride.
If you didn’t know already, Mad
River Mountain is a ski and snowboard
resort in Zanesville Ohio, less than an
hour north of the city. The best part is
that every Friday they are open from
9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. for their Midnight
Madness run—and if you bring your
student ID you get half off the lift

For more information about Midnight Madness
at Madriver Mountain and College Night, visit
skimadriver.com

50

1870 MAGAZiNE • december 2016 • 1870NOW.COM

tickets and rentals.
Talk about a good deal. Not good
at extreme sports? That is ok, neither
am I. In case you are addicted to the
rush of falling down a mountain, they
offer snow tubing—or what I like to call
riding down the mountain on a giant
donut. If this is for you, than I highly
recommend indulging in the bar—after
all, you don’t have to be sober to slide
down the mountain on a giant, rubber
tube. For a whole month my group of
malefactor friends and I went to Mad
River every Friday for college night,
trading stories for bruises, pounding
beers an antagonizing locals. I still
suck at snowboarding, but that is ok. I
still enjoy the rush of falling, and the
moments of brevity when I succeed.
After all, this isn’t the X-Games—this
is Midnight Madness, and while the
world sleeps, I shred the gnar, or at the
very least, slide down on my ass with
my dignity trailing behind.

"Within
seconds I fall
on my ass and
start rolling
and flailing
down the
mountain."
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BY LEX VEGAS

D

o you like to play in the snow?
Do you like to raise money for
great causes? Have you ever
wondered what Santa Claus looks like
in his underwear? Then call the 1870
offices anytime and talk to us about your
childhood—or, at least, make sure you're
at this year's Santa Speedo Dash.
Now in it's fifth year, the annual 5K
race is a benefit event for the Central
Ohio Diabetes Association, and one that
has earned a bit of notoriety in its brief
history. Participants are encouraged to
hit the trail in as little clothing as possible,
regardless of the December conditions.
“The first time we had it people
were shocked and couldn't believe it,
but it's a fun time,” explains Charles
Farmer, Director of Marketing and Public
Relations for CODA.
“We do encourage people to dress in
their best holiday attire, and a lot of times
it's just like it sounds, the Santa Speedo
Dash! If you want an excuse to wear a
Speedo, or if you want to come as Santa
Claus, an elf, Mrs. Claus, however your
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mind works. You can even run as the
Grinch, it's okay, it's all focused around
the cause.”
The event was first coordinated by the
Young Professionals Against Diabetes, a
junior branch of the larger association.
The idea originated when the group
was brainstorming ways to draw more
attention to their efforts.
“Getting diabetes, type one or type
two, is a big shock,” says YPAD President
Kim Seferi. “The idea was to expose
yourself to this big shock, and running in
December is a big shock. There are plenty
of other races and ways to raise money,
but this is something unique.”
The group is expecting about 400
runners this year, up from about 260 in
2015. Farmer reassures that the bathing
suits are in no way mandatory, but
estimates that 70% of runners do get
into the holiday spirit with their race day
outfits, sporting hats, beards, antlers,
and any other sort of festive trimmings.
Participants can sign up as individuals or
as part of a larger group, registration runs
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$45 per person with runners receiving a
t-shirt and bag for their involvement.
This year's race, which begins in
McPherson Commons across from
Nationwide Arena, will be held on
Saturday, December 10, a date picked for
a very specific reason.
“Here in Columbus most Saturdays are
connected to football, but it's the weekend
after the Big 10 Championship,” Farmer
says. “So if you need another reason to get
our of bed, get out and tailgate and have
a good time on a Saturday morning, we
have you covered.”
There will also be an after-party at the
Three-Legged Mare, where awards and
prizes donated by local businesses will be
given out for the fastest runner, biggest
fundraisers, and of course best dressed.
Last year's run raised just over $24,000
for CODA. However, Seferi is aiming for
the Christmas stars, hoping to bring in
about $50,000 this year.
The agency has been in operation
for 52 years, serving the central
Ohio community by offering classes,

counseling, and glucose screenings to
those who need assistance controlling
their diabetes, and the Dash has become
an important part of their annual fund
raising.
“This allows us to touch a different
audience than we normally would,”
says Farmer. “We're a local independent
non-profit, we're not connected with
any national group. Any monies that are
raised, they go directly to helping the
agency provide programs and services
locally. We're in the business of assisting
and teaching people how to live well with
the challenge of diabetes, and that's the
main thing. That's what it's really all
about.”
The agency also runs two annual
summer camps, serving approximately
160 kids with diabetes, which will be
celebrating their 50th anniversary in
2017. A day camp for youth aged from
around three to eleven operates in
Columbus, while a residential camp for
older children ranging from 7 to 17 years
old is held in Danville, OH. Farmer says
that many of the counselors are former
campers who return year after year to
teach kids like themselves the proper
ways to deal with diabetes, and how to
be independent when dealing with the
disease.
“The camaraderie that's built between
these children, it's amazing because a lot
of the time it's the one time these kids
feel normal. It's all kids just like them,
they test their blood at the same time. It's
not weird to test your blood sugar or give
yourself an insulin shot.”
Farmer notes that participants in this
year's Dash can choose to just walk a mile
to raise money if running the full 5K isn't
their style. He also encourages anyone
who is interested in learning more about
diabetes to come out to the event and see
the madness in person, and donations
will be accepted on site.
“You can walk a mile, or you can run
the 5K, but even if you aren't connected
with the physical activity it's a great place
to come watch some very interesting
sights and enjoy yourself. Particularly if
you like Bloody Marys and mimosas.”
1870NOW.COM • december 2016 • 1870 MAGAZiNE
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Melt Challenge Accepted
A Story of Love, Loss, and Lactose
STORY BY L I LY DAW N • P H OTOS BY CO L L I N S L AATS C H

M

y first experience with
Melt was in 2008. My
Cleveland-native
boyfriend at the time insisted on taking the hour-long drive
from Kent State to Lakewood,
Ohio so I could experience the
giant grilled cheese sensation of
Melt. While I don’t remember
which monster sammie popped
my Melt cherry, I’ll never forget
the 1.5 hour long wait, the incredible rock-n-roll atmosphere,
and the hordes of raving diners
going crazy while stuffing their
faces with globs of cheese.
So, when I was offered
the opportunity to take the
infamous Melt Challenge
and write about it, I immediately jumped on board.
While Melt has seen exponential growth since my
first excursion there, (they
now have 10 locations as
opposed to just one) they’ve
managed to stay true to their
original rock-n-roll vibes. I
was filled with nostalgia as I
walked into the Short North
location—neon lights reminiscent of an arcade adorned the
walls along with huge vintage
holiday decorations and menus
that were made out of recycled
vinyl record sleeves. The staff
was super cool and friendly. The
manager even came out to introduce himself—and handed me a
release form.
Yeah, I had to sign a paper
that essentially said it wasn’t
their fault if I died from taking
on the Melt Challenge. In preparation, I had watched a couple
videos online of giant dudes
shoveling the goopy cheese
mountain into their gullets, but
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while I was signing that release
form I realized that I really had
no idea what I was getting myself into.
It wasn’t long until the server
brought out a platter that might
have been around a foot and a
half in diameter. The Melt Challenge was WAY bigger in real
life. Instagram and Youtube had
not prepared me for this. In front
of me sat 3.5 lbs of grilled cheese,
1 lb of coleslaw, and 1 lb of fries.

I didn’t really have time to
think about it. While they give
you all the time you need to
finish, the trick is to eat all the
cheese before it hardens, the
manager told me. With my eyes
still popping out of my head, I
picked up half of the goopy sandwich and stuffed it in my face.
Melting cheese ran down my
throat, as well as between all my
fingers. Other patrons made no
attempt to conceal their stares
as I attacked the monster sammie, letting the cheese bulge in
my cheeks. I probably looked
like a crazy hamster. Oh yeah, I
was sitting next to the window
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with the curtains wide open,
too. Passerbys were stopping and
looking on with horror. The general public was disturbed.
I should stop describing
the terrifying size of the thing,
and get to the taste. The sandwich was f *cking delicious! The
flavors of 12 different cheeses blended together to form
something smoky, salty, spicy,
savory—everything you could
desire from a grilled cheese
sandwich. I didn’t want it to
end. Unfortunately, I knew it
had to—it quickly became
pretty clear that I was not
going to defeat the Melt
Challenge. I was drowning in the mouthwatering
avalanche of cheese. Even
though I gave up on winning the challenge, I still
couldn’t stop picking at the
food in front of me—it was
that delicious.
I’ll spare everyone the
details of the aftermath
that went down in my bathroom over the next couple
days, but I will point out that
a few days later, I was fiending badly for a grilled cheese.
My friends and I all went to a
restaurant by my house, which
shall remain unnamed. I enthusiastically ordered the grilled
cheese, and was SO disappointed when it was just skimpy fried
white bread with a single slice
of American cheese inbetween.
I don’t know what I was thinking trying to get a grilled cheese
from anywhere other than Melt.
Looks like I am forever jaded by
their satisfyingly cheesy perfection. God bless America, and the
land of excess dairy.

1870NOW.COM • december 2016 • 1870 MAGAZiNE

57

e form
b
u
t
n
i
t
a
e
m
A tour of
BY D O M C A M E L L A

In an increasingly fearsome and apocalyptic world
of war and lies, it is the simple and pleasent things we
turn to help us hold on: a cat's purr, a grandmother's
love, vigorous outdoor sex, alcoholism, etc.
In this spirit, we focus on the noble hot dog, king
and queen (both) of "meat in tube form," a phrase
Anthony Bourdain has uttered in literally every
episode of his TV shows, dating back to 1999.
Summarized here, for your convenience, are three
local hot dog joints, where you, dear student, may
separate yourself from your (entirely reasonable)
doubts and fears, and live joyfully, if only for one hot
dog's time.

Dirty Frank's Hot Dog Palace
Located on 4th street near downtown, Dirty Frank's is the elder
statesman of Columbus hot dog emporia. The space is small, the
walls are lined with kitschy paintings of athletes and musicians, and
around dinner time the dining room is generally packed to the
gills. Giant 24-ounce cans of PBR are offered and you should avail
yourself of one while you select your dogs—options ranging from
plain to monstrous. Of special note are the Puff the Magic Popper,
a deconstruction of a fried jalapeño popper, the West Virginia Slaw
Dog, an homage to our neighbors to the southeast and their habit of
combining coney sauce and coleslaw, and the Slappy Pappy's Super
Sloppy which is topped with bacon, coney sauce, cheese, sour
cream, french fries, and, possibly, vanished Teamster chief Jimmy
Hoffa. Pro tip: the Dirty Frank's location on West Broad Street in
Hilltop features the same menu and is much less busy. (Although
it is a bit of a hike.)
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Ripper's Roadstand

The newest addition to Columbus hot dog restaurants is Ripper's
Roadstand at High and Woodruff. It traffics in the New Jersey
"Ripper" style of hot dog, wherein the frankfurter is deep-fried until it
bursts at the seams. Particular-to-Ripper's items include the Barking
Pig Dog, which features Jersey bacon kraut, and the Italian Dog,
which tips its fedora at New Jersey's Italian-American foodways by
topping a standard hot dog with peppers, onions, and bits of french
fry, in the style of the classic sausage and peppers of Italian street fare
fame. All in all, Ripper's is convenient and reliable, though it's neither
a nightlife designation like Dirty Frank's, nor a culinary destination
like our next stop.

DareDevil Dogs

Located adjacent to the Village Idiot
bar at High and 8th, and featuring a
service window right there inside the
bar, Daredevil Dogs is probably the
best hot dog place in town, serving up
large (1/5th of a pound,) locally sourced
hot dogs with high quality toppings in
inventive combinations. Your intrepid
(and hungover) (and starving) reporter
ordered two: a Chicago style dog
(featuring pickled green tomatoes instead
of the customary sport peppers,) and the
Swashbuckler—a chili dog with mustard,
onions, and a generous sprinkle of aged
white cheddar cheese. Other options
include a riff on buffalo chicken made
from a buttermilk fried chicken brat, as
well as dogs and brats topped with (not
at the same time) baked beans, whipped
redskin potatoes, shaved Brussels sprouts,
and pineapple avocado guacamole. So
remember youngsters, while our world
spins ever more quickly into horrible and
frightening new realms of space and time,
never forget the simple hot dog—always
faithful, always helpful, accepting of all
toppings, and scornful to no persons. They
are available, in plentitude, cheaply, and
just down the road.
P H OTOS BY COLLI NS LAATS C H
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BARKEEP
CONFESSIONAL
VA R S I T Y C LU B
S TO RY A N D P H OTO BY M E G F R E E M A N

K

ara Kirlangitis has been rocking
the bar at The Varsity Club
for over two years. She serves
her fellow students, she serves
alumni...she is a Buckeye. We sat down to
get to know her and chat about what she
loves about being your bartender.

You are a Buckeye. Tell me about the
pains of your education, and why
you decided to move to Columbus.

I'm from Pennsylvania, about 40 miles
south of Pittsburgh. But I always grew up a
Buckeye fan. My dad is from Steubenville.
I loved the whole atmosphere here when
we toured it. I got in for genetics and then
about a year into it I was like, “you know,
I'm not really into it that much.”
I started working at a resort in
Pennsylvania and I absolutely loved it. I
came back to school and I was like, “Maybe
I should change my major!” So, I switched
to hospitality management! I graduate in
December.
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You guys are so close to The Shoe
here. I can imagine that game days
are insanity.

Crazy! And as you can probably
imagine, flooded with people. We have
about 6 bars. One [downstairs], one
upstairs, two on the patio and one in
the parking lot. People love to come for
the atmosphere. We have a band, a DJ,
and a huge projector in the parking lot
so people can watch the game out there.
It's a tradition to come here. A lot of older
alumni come here because we were here
when they were in school and we're really
one of the only ones left.

Being a female bartender is tough,
especially on such a large college
campus. I'm sure you get hit on.
How do you handle a situation like
that, especially when it gets crude?

You just have to, you know, take it with
a grain of salt. You just have to say, okay,
this person is drunk. They're just going
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to say whatever comes to their mind. I'm
working. I cant say, “Hey, screw you.” I
have to just ignore what they're saying.

What's the raunchiest thing you've
heard from a wasted patron?

Oh, gosh. Well, there was one night I
was working and it was an away game and
there were fans in here that were already
drunk, I think they had come from a
wedding. And this guy was like, "I'm
sorry, I'm really trying to look you in the
face...but I cant."

It's got to be sort of comical
sometimes though, right?

I get a lot of marriage proposals. I got
two of them last night. But, they're from
Canada, so that will never work! You have
to play into it. You have to have fun. I
wouldn't do this job if it weren't fun.

From our family to yours,

Happy Holidays!
If you could have one superpower to
help you do this job, what would it
be.

managed by

Mind reading (laughs) so I can just start
drinks before they ask for it. And also so
I can know what they're thinking and if
they're going to tip me well. And I would
like to be the flash and just move really,
really quickly—especially on game days.

Do you ever get any really strange
drink requests? Maybe even to the
point where you think you can't pull
it off ?

Uhm, yes: A Wet Pussy. We had like
seven of them come up and ask for them
and we had never heard of them before. We
had to look it up.

What did it end up being?

Oh gosh, it was so simple. It was like
vodka, peach and cranberry or something?
I'm sure it has another name, that might
be a slang name for it—but they definitely
called it a Wet Pussy.

2 & 4 Furnished apartments available
Off-Street Parking | Patios | Pet friendly
Close to everywhere you want to be!

614-404-9978
THEKINGAPARTMENTS.COM
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A ARON
GRIESHOP,
SO PH OMO R E
VE ST -

Levi's

$50.00
S H I RT -

$24.99

American Apparel

J E AN S - Abercrombie and Fitch

$50.00
SHOES -

Bass and Co.

STREET

$65.00
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STYLE
AUDREY MARSH,
J U N IO R

J E AN S -

$60.00

American Eagle

JACK E T -

$25.00

American Eagle

S H I RT - Forever 21

$40.00
PU R S E -

Coach

$150.00
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(SOPHOMORE)

ALEKS SERDER

(SENIOR)

WHAT MORE CAN YOU ASK FOR
OTHER THAN HIGH CEILINGS,
A BALCONY, AND MODERN
FURNISHINGS? HOW ABOUT AN
APARTMENT RIGHT ACROSS THE
STREET FROM THE BIER STUBE?
OH, AND A DOG NAMED ATHENA.

CAMPUS CRIBS

CHAD BOLT
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anging off an entry wall in the Gateway
Film Center is a colossal wooden
sandworm—a zebra striped serpent with dull
red eyes and conical teeth, hosting a smaller,
fiercer snakehead inside of its mouth. Beside the
sandworm is another Tim Burton touchstone—the head of a
sulking goth man with scars on his cheeks and scissors for
hands.
Paul Giovis’ artwork is juvenile.
Not his methodology or execution, but in the themes that
are presented in his work, reconnecting us with whimsy,
adventure, and that often forgotten playful idealism.
The most demonstrative of this concept lies on the
opposite wall—a three-part homage to the classic Spielberg
pirate drama, Hook. The triptych of scenes is stylistically
cohesive with the rest of the series—skillfully painted, film-
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inspired birch wood cutouts protruding
from a mural of decomposing trees
and jutting metal stars—but the Peter
Pan-inspired series “All Grown-Ups
Are Pirates” wholly articulates the
sentimentalities of his message—that
growing up kind of blows.
“There is such a positive message in
never growing up,” Giovis said. “All of
these movies are something people can
relate to when they were a kid.”
Giovis’ Hook series was chosen by
Gateway to be a gallery of fear themed
works, a perfect way to initiate their
Halloween season. You will find Zuul
from Ghostbusters kickin’ it with a
hockey-masked Jason, chilling beside an
endoparasitoid extraterrestrial from the
Aliens saga.
“All of these characters I have
painted could have been what you
feared as a child—especially the fear of
growing up and being miserable.”
Giovis explains how his time at
CCAD helped combine the artistic
lessons of the past with the cultural
mindset of today—a postmodern
attitude juxtaposed with art nouveau
sensibilities. He cites Alphonse Mucha
as a major influence, whose aesthetic is
reminiscent of what you might find on
the label of an old absinthe bottle or on a
new age tarot card—theatrical portraits

of ladies surrounded by nature adorned
with flowers.

“That stuff goes back to late 1800s
early 1900s, and I guess in my work it is
a mix of that old style and newer aged
stuff, like tattoo and street art.”
He cites skateboarding culture as
another influence on his creativity,
a sentiment that echoes the juvenile
spirit of his work, using his knowledge
of building skate ramps and decorating
boards to create his sculptural paintings.
“Art and skateboarding are my two
outlets, where you just get away from
everything. The stuff I have made for

this has come across for building other
things. Also, skateboarding is a huge art
community in itself. Every single deck is
a piece art. A skate shop is essentially a
gallery of graphics. It is these two things
that I care about the most. I get so into
it, that it feels like it they are the only
things I want to do.”
We finish talking while sitting at a
small table in the corner of the Torpedo
Room, an enclosed restaurant inside of
the Gateway Theater. Beside us are a half
dozen circular TVs fashioned to look
like submarine windows, exhibiting
an animated ocean flowing onscreen.
The room is dimly lit and feels almost
magical, a sensation that movie theaters
should evoke. After all, this is why we
see movies, to take us to that place.
Giovis’ work accomplishes just that—
he reminds us to covet our imagination,
to embrace our intrinsic romanticisms,
and to remember that we are all just big
kids running around in adult’s clothing.
As that tiny, twinkling pixie that took
us to Neverland once said, “imagination
has no age, and dreams are forever.”
The Gallery at Gateway Film Center is
a movie-themed art space housed in the
theater and free to all ticket holders.
Hours are 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
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1870 Magazine can't keep up with
everything on campus, so that's where you
come in. Instragram or tweet your photos
using the hashtag above to be featured.
@jenny_irene

@hemuvenkat

@theangerbakerud

@abby_ratcliff

@to_sleep_perchance_to_dream

@bigbarcolumbus

@julie_bastulli

@nameisangie

@daredevil_dogs

@gabe_t

@jmsbwn

@nmoon15
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Is this you?
Tweet @1870now to
claim your prize!

Barack Obama. Damn imma miss u bro
@BarackObama

PSST... WE’VE GOT A CRUSH ON YOU.

Sometimes provocative, always
anonymous. Check out a few of
Ohio State’s latest crushes. You
never know, someone may be
crushing on you:

Dan, you're the man, let me hold your
hand, instead of learning about Prince
Ferdinand. @dan_sonnefeld

Scotty Michael, you are a Hebrew god!!
@HelloImScotty23

Sarah Cronin, girl u thicker than a bowl
of oatmeal. Also you have a cute face
and a charming personality. BUT DAT
BODY DOE @sarahcronin0713

Claire Wiles is sexier than blueberry hot
cakes on a Sunday morning
@WilesClaire

President drake waddup lol homie
@OSUPrezDrake

Divyesh from Smith-Steeb, Pluto is my
favorite planet too ;) @divyballer
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