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Here’s to another year of making this magazine. Cheers, ya’ll.

Mitch Hooper
Editor-in-Chief

For some Buckeyes, December marks the end of the road 
of a long journey. As someone who has already been 
through the process of graduation, I can’t help but to 
get nostalgic.

Winter graduation is a few short weeks away and 
soon, many of you will be scurrying off into the world looking for 
jobs, finding new places to live, and beginning the next step in the 
journey of adulthood. It’s scary, it’s overwhelming, and it seems like 
all you can do is spin your wheels in the mud. How do I know this? 
Exactly one year ago I took over as editor-in-chief of this magazine, 
and it was everything I just said.

I lost a lot of sleep through the change of being a recent graduate 
into a leadership position. Often times I skipped meals because I 
was so busy with work. It was hard, and if you ask any of my closest 
friends, they would echo my sentiments. But now that I’ve endured 
my first year of #adulthood, I’ve found solace in progress. My sleep 
schedule is better, I’m eating more often, and I don’t spend my 
weekends worrying over deadlines. Don’t get me wrong, deadlines 
still kick my ass each month, but you learn to cope with the stress.

And the message I’m sending here is the one I wish I would’ve 
known when I started my post-college career: it gets better. Your 
new job might be kicking your ass and you feel like you should 
just quit and move home. Don’t. I failed my first ever journalism 
101 course at Ohio State and thought the same thing. Luckily, I was 
talked out of it and I am forever grateful for it and where that path 
has taken me. You might be feeling like you’ll never find a job and 
that your entire college career was a waste of time and money. That’s 
not true. And when you do land that big job, you’ll look back at this 
time wishing you had appreciated the freedom before the 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. life sets in. You’ve got plenty of time to be a professional, and 
the bumps in the road are just lessons for the next test. It gets better.

So how do you cope with these stressors? I learned the hard way. 
I tried to keep it bottled up, and I felt crazy. I tried to drink on the 
weekends to ease my mind and wound up exhausted throughout 
the week. There was only one thing that made me feel better and it 
was the people around me. Sometimes it’s blasting out all your anger 
about work to a familiar face, other times it’s simply being in the 
presence of someone that doesn’t remind you of work, or the lack 
thereof. I’ve said it many times in this magazine before, and I’m sure 
I’ll say it again: be there for the people who need it just like they are 
there for you when you need it. 

I truly don’t know where I’d be without the people I’ve 
surrounded myself with. TJ Neer and Madi Task have taken this 
student magazine to the next level. Olivia Balcerzak (now with 
SNL!) saved my ass nearly every month the first few magazines. My 
first (and now former) bosses of (614), Travis Hoewischer and Jeni 

Ruisch, answered every single dumb question I had. They made me 
feel welcomed in the workplace. There’s been incredible interns in 
this office like Wyatt Crosher, Sydney Riddle, Eyon Ertachew, and 
Katie Cook as well as a laundry list of other names I can’t fit on this 
one-page spread. Thank you to each and everyone of you for your 
contributions, advice, and shoulders to lean on. My only hope is that 
each person reading this editor’s note finds a group like you all when 
they make their way into the workplace.
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BIG PICTURE 
Another year of celebrating ruining Michigan’s 
season. Will this ever get old? Nope. It won’t.

Photo by David Heasley
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Capricorn
(DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19)

Out of the goodness of your heart, you’re 
making drinks for the whole family this 
year. Do them right and mix them up some 
Cranberry Ginger Mimosas!

Aquarius
(JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18)

You are determined to have 
a good family dinner this 

year. No arguing, no 
fighting, no awkward 
silences. You’re giving 
everyone a dose of 
holiday cheer and it’s 

coming in martini glasses 
this year! Whip them up 

some Peppermint Chocolate Martinis to 
make sure this year ends on a good note.

Pisces
(FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20)

Time to celebrate the new year! You’re 
getting a little tired of the same champagne 
every year though. Shake things up with 
some Winter Wonderland cocktails this year!

Aries
(MARCH 21- APRIL 19)

The holidays are a stressful time 
and some people are impossible 

to shop for. Give it a rest for 
today and warm yourself up 

with a Butterscotch Martini.

Taurus
(APRIL 20-MAY 20)

Feeling a little 
heated after that 
argument over dinner 
with Grandpa? Why 
not go mix yourself a 
Raspberry Russian 
and cool off a little?

Gemini 
(MAY 21-JUNE 20)

It’s that time of year again. 
It’s cold, it’s rainy, it’s snowy, 

and you’ve got the winter 
blues. Cheer yourself 
up with a Kahlua 
peppermint cocoa!

Cancer
(JUNE 21-JULY 22)

Finals are almost here 
and winter break 
is right around the 
corner. But you’ve got 
four tests to study for and 
you’ve barely even started! Don’t forget to 
treat yourself once in a while though—refresh 
yourself with a Pomegranate Martini.

Leo
(JULY 23-AUGUST 22)

Holiday dinners are coming up and you’re 
in charge of drinks this year. Why not go 
all-out with some Raspberry Limoncello 
Proseccos for the whole family?

Virgo
(AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22)

You studied hard and you just killed your 
last final—go celebrate your hard work 
with an Apple Pie on the rocks!

Libra
(SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22)

How’s school? How are the grades? What 
are your plans after graduation? What job 
are you going to do for the rest of your life? 
That escalated quickly. Go knock back a few 
Cranberry Mules after that interrogation!

Scorpio
 (OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21)

Family dinners are a minefield, but you 
somehow made it through alive. You 
definitely stepped on a few mines, but you 
made it! Go congratulate yourself and 
unwind with a Harvest Sparkle. 

Sagittarius 

(OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21)

Oh shit—you forgot to get Aunt Kathy a gift! 
What does Aunt Kathy like, what does Aunt 
Kathy like? Think! Yes! That’s it: MARGS. 
Make it up to her with a few Cranberry 
Margaritas, but don’t forget one for  
yourself. •

DRUNK ZODIAC SIGNS: 
DECEMBER

The moon and the stars have realigned and my crystal ball is clear now. You know what it 
says? It’s cold as hell out. Instead of letting these frigid temperatures get you down, warm 
up your soul (and liver) with these drinks according to your drunk astrological sign.

BY KEVIN KEATON •  ILLUSTRATIONS BY RYAN CASKEY
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Living in Columbus means there’s 
never a shortage of events to go to, 
parties to hit up, and musicians to 
check out. This list is curated by 
the editors here at 1870 Magazine, 
but we are always on the lookout 
for the next must see event! Have 
an event you feel the world must 
know about? Shoot us an email at 
editor@1870mag.com!

Is your significant other already on your case about finding all the holiday 
light shows for the winter season? Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered.

SHIT TO DO

HOLIDAY LIGHTS 2K18

1 WILDLIGHTS (12.2-1.6)
THE COLUMBUS ZOO AND AQUARIUM
A light show at the zoo is a holiday classic. Wander through the exhibits the zoo has to 
offer while experiencing the whimsy of wild lights. And don’t forget to see all the furry 

arctic friends! Just make sure to bundle up because you’ll be spending your evening outside.

1 DRAGON LIGHTS (12.2-1.6)
OHIO EXPO CENTER • COTA ROUTE: 8
The Ohio Chinese Lantern show is back, bigger and brighter! Dragon Lights is a thrilling 
lights show full of gorgeous lighting, brilliant entertainment, good food, and Chinese 

heritage. Both an educational and entertaining experience, Dragon Lights is an international 
lights tour that has been dazzling the world and kept them asking for more each year. So, if 
you’re tired of the same old light shows, come celebrate like the Chinese have for centuries.

1 GARDENS AGLOW (12.1-1.2)
FRANKLIN PARK CONSERVATORY  
COTA ROUTE: 22, 10
What could make a light show even better? 

Plants, of course! Travel through lush rain forests, 
mountain landscapes, a forest of cacti, and other 
exceptional botanical wonderlands under a glow 
of bedazzling light displays during this horticultural 
holiday tradition. But that’s not all, there will also 
be frequent holiday performances to create the 
perfect Christmas ambiance full of life and lights!

1 BUTCH BANDOS FANTASY 
OF LIGHTS (12.1-1.1)
ALUM CREEK
Want the beauty of the lights without the 

sub-zero temperatures? Then Butch Bando Fantasy 
of Lights is the show for you! Drive your car through 
a wonderland of light and cheery ambiance while 
you play Christmas carols from the car stereo. Finish 
up your drive through with some complimentary 
hot chocolate and probably a few pics for the Insta.

6 READING DAY MOVIE: TAG
THE OHIO UNION
Who’s up for a game of tag? No? Okay, well how about just a movie, then? Great! 
This Reading Day feature is the blockbuster Tag, starring Jeremy Renner, Jon Hamm, 

Jake Johnson, and Ed Helms. The premise is exactly what it sounds like: four grown men playing 
a game of tag. So get your laughs on before the tears flow during finals week.

7 BUCKEYE STANDUP CLUB DECEMBER SHOW
DONATO’S BASEMENT
You don’t need big name comedians in stadiums to catch some funny jokes—
sometimes the best comedy is underground, and we mean the pun literally. Catch 

some humor from the Buckeye Standup Club at Donato’s Basement where students as well as 
local acts will take the stage. The event is free which should leave a few dollars in your wallet for 
a personal sized pizza and a cold beverage to kickoff the weekend festivities.

9 A LEGENDARY CHRISTMAS
PALACE THEATER • COTA ROUTE: 1
What could be better than Christmas concert from one of the silkiest 
and smoothest operators alive today? John Legend is exactly that: a 

legend. Known for his amazing voice and classical skill-set, John Legend won’t 
disappoint. Get your tickets now so you don’t miss out on this holiday bash!

12 ADAM 
CONOVER: 
MIND 
PARASITES

SOUTHERN THEATER • COTA ROUTE: 1
Did you know Mount Rushmore actually 
kind of sucks? Or the real reason 
that hospitals are so expensive is be- 
cause they are in cahoots with the 
insurance companies? If you know about 
these oddities in America, it’s probably 
because you watched an Adam Ruins 
Everything video starring Adam Conover. 
And instead of watching that 5:52 minute 
clip on YouTube about hospitals, you can 
catch Adam live in Columbus where he 
will be doing what he knows best: ruining 
everything you thought you knew about 
America.

13 SLANDER
TRISM • COTA ROUTE: 2
What comes to mind when 
you hear the words, “heaven 

trap”? Well, I hope you said Slander, because 
this sound is uniquely theirs. It’s a mix of EDM 
with dance hall trap so we’re sure you’ll figure 
out a way to get down to this!

16 THE DEVIL 
WEARS PRADA
NEWPORT MUSIC HALL
No, Meryl Streep won’t be 

there, but don’t let that keep you away. The 
Devil Wears Prada is a Christian metal-core 
band hailing from Dayton, Ohio. With hard 
beats and emotional lyrics, there’s nothing like a 
good headbang and a cry to celebrate finishing 
those exams!
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23 CHRISTMAS 
SHOWTUNES
UNION CAFE • 
COTA ROUTE: 2

Nothing says Christmas like drag queens 
and carols! Join Nina West at the Union Cafe 
to ring in the holiday the right way and sing- 
along to Christmas classics and modern 
renditions. Ugly Christmas sweaters 
aren’t required, but they are strongly 
encouraged; nobody likes a humbug.

26 TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA
NATIONWIDE ARENA • COTA ROUTE: 2
Whether you know the celebrated group or not, you’ve 
certainly overheard their famous holiday renditions on 

far too many car commercials. Nothing will get you in the holiday spirit more 
than hearing the classic hits, “Christmas Eve/Sarajevo,” “Christmas Canon,” 
“Wizards In Winter,” and many more.

29 BOB THE 
DRAG 
QUEEN OF 
RUPAUL’S 

DRAG RACE
AXIS NIGHTCLUB • COTA ROUTE: 1
Is Beyonce scared of Britney? The Bob 
the Drag Queen ain’t scared of NO man! 
That’s right, the infamously extravagant 
and hilarious Bob the Drag Queen is 
bringing the New York glam to Cbus! 
And as RuPaul’s Season 8 winner, you 
know she’s gonna bring down the house, 
so “taste it, bitch! Expensive vodka!”

31 NEW 
YEAR’S EVE 
SALVATION
 AXIS NIGHTCLUB  
COTA ROUTE: 1

“Girl, I am GAGGING!” It’s time  
to celebrate New Year’s Eve the 
RuPaul way! With a star-studded 
crew featuring Nina West, Shangela, 
and Alyssa Edwards they’ll be sure to 
have dancing, singing, and screaming,  
“Miss VAAAANJIE,” all in time for the 
ball drop!

31 SKULLY’S NEW 
YEAR’S EVE BASH 
2019
 SKULLY’S MUSIC-DINER  
COTA ROUTE: 1

All revved up for New Year’s Eve, but no 
place to go? Then celebrate the New Year  
at Skully’s dance party! There will be a mid-
night champagne toasts and performances 
by DJ Chuckstar and Skull Dog, so you won’t 
want to miss out. And don’t forget to wear your 
2019’s best!
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The nightlife scene at Ohio State is 
pretty awesome, but those crazy times 
get pretty easy to forget amid all the Natty 
Lights and $1 bomb shots throughout the 
evening. That’s what we’re here for.

You just worry about enjoying your 
nights, we’ll capture the moments for you.

This month’s installment of Bar Stars 
took us to our very own Ladies’ Night at Food 
Hall on Thursdays and you know we had to 
snag a few shots of the craziness before and 
after the Ohio State v. Michigan game this 
year. As always, if you see yourself in one of 
these photos, post it up on your Instagram 
and give us a shout out, @1870mag!
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OSUCrush: 

@OSUCrush: “Probably just about 
any redhead boy.”

ANY redhead boy? We beg to differ, as Tyler is 
clearly the superb redhead. Though, we are 
still unsure of his position on the Matrix, 
but perhaps that was the  
dastardly intention all along?

Tyler Connell 
(@tyrelweasley) 

 

What’s your biggest pet peeve when it comes to 
redhead stereotypes?
Biggest pet peeve is everyone thinks we have to 
have blue or green eyes! My father is actually a 
brown-eyed redhead.

Addressing said stereotypes, end the debate: do 
redheads have souls and why??
Yes we do. Who could possibly say Ed Sheeran and 
Adele don’t have souls?

It is often said much like twins, redheads have a 
telepathic connection, is this true?
No we don’t unfortunately.

In your opinion, who is the most prominent 
member of the redhead community (King of the 
redheads!) and why?
The King of redheads is Prince Harry for obvious 
reasons.

While we’re on the subject, do you suspect we are 
living in the Matrix? If not, what is your theory of 
existence?
I don’t know, maybe. I try not to think about it that 
much otherwise I’ll freak myself out.

OSUCrush: 

@OSUCrush: “Julia Binder 
in Alpha O you are out 

of this world. Please 
tell me your single.”

Sorry fellas, she’s taken, but make 
sure you’re taking notes! Unfortu-

nately, grammatical errors are a deal breaker, but a 
eloquent DM may just get you that long-desired date 
from the OSU crush cutie you always stalk on Twitter.

Julia Binder 
 (@bnderjulia) 

 
Was this your first time being mentioned  
on our page?
Umm this was my second time being men-
tioned but the first time it was about someone 
missing me and my dog. Nothing like a crush lol.

Do you know who wrote the tweet? 
I don’t know who wrote the tweet it was com-
pletely out of left field. 

Was there any follow-up (DM, date, etc.)? 
I did get a lot of DMs from different guys asking 
for my number and other more lewd things, 
but nothing came of it since I have a bf who I 
actually met through @OSUCrush!

Now, this mystery man (or woman) used 
“your” instead of “you’re.” In 2018, is that a 
deal-breaker? 
Also yes, the your/you’re thing made me realize 
only dumb asses seem to be into me.

One more question so the fellas know: How 
do you ACTUALLY start a conversation with 
a girl? 
Lol just say hi! My BF slid into my DMs after  
I favorited an @OSUCrush tweet and the rest 
is history!

CRUSH CONNECTIONS
December

BY KATIE COOK

Ever wonder who is behind those most dastardly 
and hopelessly romantic tweets? Or how the 
crushee reacted to an OSUCrush tag? Well, so 

does OSUCrush! We’ve followed up on some of our 
favorite tweets to dig up the details.

OSUCrush: 

@OSUCrush: “Alex Dodd, 
your comments on here make 

my day :) like this so I can 
slide into those DMs.”

Another infamous peruser of the page, we 
wanted the inside scoop on all the OSU crush 
commentary. The conclusion: we know about 
as much as you do!

Alex Dodd  
(@yaboidodd) 

 
Do you know who wrote the tweet?
No, the identity of the tweeter is still  
unknown.

Was there any follow-up (AKA the 
said DM)?
None so far. I have been mentioned  
before but tweeted on it and no  
response. *shrug*

What would be your ideal blind date 
(other than y’all hitting it off)?
I guess in a cliche way just having stuff 
in common. 

As a frequent peruser of @OSUCrush, 
what is your personal favorite tweet 
you’ve come across?
The ones where I can reply “that ain’t it, 
Chief” to.

We gotta know, do you come up 
with your comments on the fly or is 
it a nightly chore to come up with 
responses?
I come up with my own replies some of 
them take a while though.
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Just before the stress of finals begins every year since 2008, Ohio 
Staters puts on an event that has become one of Ohio State’s most 

beloved traditions: Light Up The Lake.
Break into the holiday season by attending this night filled with 

holiday music, close friends, and a beautiful backdrop of twinkling 
lights. Grab a cup of hot chocolate and maybe a couple Insomnia 
cookies before finding your seat in Ohio State’s 92-year-old outdoor 
amphitheatre (which became a fully functional stage with concrete and 
electric capabilities in 1985. Thanks, Ohio Staters!). I sat down with Sam 
Koziol, one of the Ohio Staters in charge of Light Up The Lake to talk 
about the big night. 

“It’s one of our traditional, staple projects in Staters,” Koziol 
shared. Students can start arriving at 6 P.M. on December 5, the day 
before reading day. The show will begin at 6:30 P.M. with MC’s from 
Staters and performances from multiple groups on campus.” 

This year’s set list will feature many of the performers who have 
been involved the past, as well as a newcomer.

“Always Off The Lake Productions since we’re back at the lake 
now,” Koziol said. “Also Genesis, the male Indian dance group. They’ve 

performed the past three or so years, as well as [Ohio State’s] club dance 
team. This year we’re inviting the club jump rope team to perform, too. 
It’ll be a new dynamic for us, and their shows are really cool.”

Students might even be visited by some of the university’s finest. 
“There will be MC’s from Ohio Staters but we’re looking to find a 

speaker more recognizable to students like Dr J, and hopefully Brutus 
will be there! We won’t know until the basketball schedule is finalized.”

Koziol said bringing the community together and the camaraderie 
that it brings is one of his favorite parts of LUTL. It also helps that he 
finds the winter season to be the best time of the year.

“I think it brings passion to campus, and the lights really make 
campus pretty during some of the darker times of the year. Plus now 
with Mirror Lake all revitalized, it’ll be even better.

With the construction of Mirror Lake taking place since the start 
of 2016, LUTL has temporarily been known as LUNA, or Light Up the 
North Area. The past two holiday seasons’ performances took place 
on north campus around the North Recreation Center. While the spot 
was a nice size for a stage, an audience, and a long run of lights, it could 
never replace where the magic all began. 

“ I think it brings 
passion to campus, 
and the lights really 
make campus pretty 
during some of the 
darker times of the 
year. Plus now with 
Mirror Lake all 
revitalized, it’ll be 
even better.”

“I love [Mirror Lake’s] gorgeous 
reconstruction,” Koziol said. “Working 
through some logistical things will 
have to happen though; there’s a lot 
less trees now so we’ll have to use more  
light posts or other means. It looks great 
but for hanging the lights it’ll be a little 
more difficult.”

It’s more difficult, but the hanging of 
the lights is the marquee moment of the 
night. Koziol is sure the atmosphere that 
it will create will more than help cover up 
the lack of trees compared to years past.

“After the performances, we all circle 
around Mirror Lake, light candles, and 
sing Carmen, Ohio before turning on all 
the lights.”

The event is no small feat either.  
As the campus population size continues 
to expand, so does Ohio Staters’ plans  
for LUTL. Koziol said they stick to the 
motto of “one light per student” so that 
comes out to roughly 60,000 lights to 
represent everyone.

This idea of all the lights representing 
all the students wasn’t conjured out of 
thin air, rather it goes back to the Ohio 
Stater’s core beliefs when it comes to 
helping out around campus.

“Our motto is ‘50 serving 50,000’,” 
Koziol explained. “It’s becoming a little 
less relevant because we have more 
than 50,000 students now, but we’ll 
continue to push ourselves in serving the  
student body.” •

CELEBRATE THE RETURN OF LIGHT UP THE 
LAKE ON DEC. 5 AT 6 P.M. AT MIRROR LAKE.

Have Yourself A  
  Very Lit Christmas

Light Up The Lake returns 
to its rightful spot in 2018

  BY MADI TASK

Photo provided by Ohio Staters



STRENGTH

5 MINUTES: STRETCHING

This includes doing arms and leg stretches.

10 MINUTES: PUSH-UPS

Push-ups or knee push-ups (sets of 10 or 20 reps) with  
30-second breaks between sets.

10 MINUTES: STOMACH CRUNCHES

Sets of 50 reps with 30-second breaks between sets.

CARDIO

10 MINUTES: BURPEES

One set of 50 reps with 30 second breaks between sets.

10 MINUTES: JUMPING JACKS

Sets of 50 reps with 30 second breaks between sets.

5 MINUTES: STRETCHING

Just like you did at the beginning of the workout,  
including arms and legs stretches.

SHIT TO DO:

WINTER WORKOUTS
How Buckeyes are staying fit during the frigid months

 BY NICOLE PIZARRO

Buckeye, it’s cold outside (see what I did there?). This 
month in this section of the magazine, we are showing 
you how to stay fit during the winter months with some 
indoor fitness options, but before we dive in, I caught up 
with Ayendy Bonifacio to have him dish out his workout 
plan that doesn’t require you to leave your house and face 
the cold temperatures. He’s a graduate student in the 
English department, and he’s also the only ripped person 
I know.

Ayendy suggests not doing sets, but timing workouts 
instead. When he didn’t have a gym membership, he 
designated 30 minutes to an hour for strength and cardio 
training. Here’s his routine for when you don’t want to 
skip arm day, but don’t want to leave your dorm:
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As a female why do you like doing Jiu Jitsu? Why do you 
think other women should get involved in it?
It make me feels safer knowing that I can defend myself. Anyone can 
go to a self defense class, but if you don’t consistently train it’s hard to 
be prepared for a worst case scenario. A lot of girls have a hard time 
starting because there aren’t girls to train with at first, so they end up 
quitting which continue the cycle of there being no women to train 
with (do you see a pattern here?). 

How did you get involved with Jiu Jitsu?
I’m a pretty small person and when I was 10 or 11 my dad wanted me to 
learn self defense so he put me in a Jiu Jitsu class. I have been training 
on/off since then and I’m 21 now. 

What advice do you have for women just starting Jiu Jitsu? 
How did you get over the awkward “closeness” that comes 
with the sport?
Bring a friend to train with in the beginning to help get used to being 
so close to someone and trying to fight them (could be a cool way to get 
rid of some of that tension with your roommate that we all know will 
start to come out during winter when we are trapped inside with them). 
I started when I was younger so it was less sexualized than it is when 
people start later in life; that being said, I also wrestled 7th-10th grade 
and during that time it was hard because a lot of the guys weren’t kind 
to girls doing “their” sport. Something that I think BJJ is better that 
than other combat sports is being more accepting of people that are 
considered not the norm for people in a combat sport.

Why do you like the Jiu Jitsu Club?
Our club is really open to those of all levels and I think we are really 
friendly and accepting. We have a great head coach, who really can help 
people of all levels progress. The members are all welcoming. Nobody 
is out to hurt anyone when they roll; it’s all about learning (learning 
doesn’t just happen in the classroom).

How long do you think it takes before the skills you learn 
really start to stick with you?
I think it takes at least a semester of consistent training before you see 
results or develop muscle memory.

Sex and gender aside, what are some of the greatest benefits 
of training Jiu Jitsu?
You will gain confidence in your ability to defend yourself, make good 
friends and get a good workout in. It really is a community and I have 
made some of my best friends from doing this sport.•

JIU JITSU AND YOU
Jiu Jitsu club president makes her case for more female fighters

BY ALEXIS HALL | PHOTOS BY DAVID HEASLEY

SHIT TO DO:

I may be a little biased in saying that Brazilian Jiu Jitsu is one of 
the best martial arts to learn, but as a smaller female I think I 
am justified in saying this. Jiu Jitsu is a martial art that stresses 
the importance of patience, and learning how to use the physics 

behind your opponent’s body to ultimately win the fight, or in more 
serious situations give yourself access to leave the situation and save 
your life.

For those of you that don’t know, Jiu Jitsu is a combat sport that 
emphasizes grappling and ground work. It can be geared towards the 
smaller fighter because it teaches students how to use leverage, grip, 
and position over a larger opponent. 

Being a female on a college campus doesn’t always provide me with 
the safety and security that I would like. People suck, and there are 
bad people that want to hurt others. That’s just how it is. I can fight 
to change this social norm, but in the end (at least for now) I have also 
chosen to actively learn how to defend myself that way if I am ever 
put into an unsafe situation I can hopefully get out of it. If you don’t 
believe me though, maybe you can listen to someone that has been a big 
part of my Jiu Jitsu experience. Her name is Hannah Coyne, and she’s 
the president of the Jiu Jitsu club here on campus. She’s an incredible 
teacher, and an avid believer that more women should get involved 
with the sport.
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“Everyone has a plan until they  
 are punched in the mouth”

 – MIKE TYSON.

Though Mike Tyson’s boxing career will go down with a little con-
troversy, the man makes a good point. Boxing is a brutal sport, and it 
has a way of teaching quick lessons. In other words, getting punched 
in the mouth hurts. A lot.

The common viewer might look at boxing and think, “No way. Who 
in their right mind would enjoy getting punched in the face?” But after 
talking with the Ohio State Boxing Club, comprised of more than 160 
members, I, a common viewer, learned that boxing is so much more 
than just haymakers and sometimes biting ears. In fact, the sport of 
boxing involves intense training sessions of strength, cardio, and en-
durance to prepare you for the fighting where sparring only happens 
if you are ready. It also has nothing to do with biting ears so don’t get 
any ideas.

Mark Wallinger, coach of the Boxing Club, said he has helped build 
this enormous roster of only students mostly through word of mouth. 
He explained that while they are a competitive team that travels for 
matches and tournaments, recruiting students into the club isn’t how 
he wants to build the team. He’d rather have someone come with a 
natural interest. And with the club almost reaching 170 members, the 
largest on-campus, it seems like there’s plenty of natural interest to  
go around.

The practices for the club are carefully instructed with medical 
trainers on hand and students are broken up into groups based on ex-
perience. Contrary to what you might see on Conor McGregor’s Insta-
gram, training isn’t strictly getting in the ring and knocking the hell out 
of your opponent. Wallinger explained that since the fights are rela-
tively short in time, but require so much out of you both physically and 
mentally, a majority of the practice is spent of intense cardio training 
to prepare your body for the endurance tests in the ring.

And not everybody is meant for the ring. Remember what 

Tyson said? That’s the same sentiment from Wallinger. If you get in the 
ring, get popped in the mouth, and realize that you do not like getting 
punched in the face, you can drop your gloves on the spot and steer 
clear of the ring. No shame from your club members, no one in your 
face telling you to do it again. It’s whatever your comfortable with.

“There’s no shame in that, you can still be a great member,” Wall-
inger said. “Last year we had a non-competitive president and this year 
our president does not compete.”

On the other hand, there are plenty of members in the club that 
enjoy sparring. It is the name of the sport after all, and you can’t really 
be a boxing club without boxers, right?

Take Bertina Xue, for example. She fought in nationals as a fresh-
man. She’s studying welding engineering here at Ohio State, and she’s 
been boxing since the end of her junior year in high school thanks to 
some encouragement from her English teacher who was also a boxing 
instructor at a local gym. It started as a way to stay fit, and it grew into 
a love for the sport and the community around it.

“There’s just something so appealing about ‘suffering’ through a 
difficult training session with a close group of teammates. We hype 
each other up all the time,” Xue said.

Boxing also tests her mental fortitude.
“There are so many things to think about and then translate  

over into punching combinations that it requires absolute focus.  
I don’t think any other sport has demanded more focus from me  
than boxing.”

For many new boxers eager to get in the ring, Wallinger said he 
noticed a lot of people are looking to throw heavy punch-
es that knock out your opponent; and that’s not 
how boxing works. He explained 
that throwing heavy 

BOXING 
LIKE A 

BUCKEYE
Joining the OSU Boxing 
Club is more than just 

haymakers and knockouts
BY MITCH HOOPER

PHOTOS BY BRIAN KAISER

punches drains your energy much more 
quickly leaving your gassed throughout 
the match. That’s why when newcomers 
arrive he doesn’t have them instantly hop 
in the ring. It’s dangerous for both fight-
ers, and Xue said that fighting style is a 
sign of disrespect in boxing.

“I always feel a mutual respect with 
my opponents when we step in the ring 
together, to try and knock him or her out 
within the first punch is just underesti-
mating their skills,” she explained. “My 
strategy actually is to feel my opponent 
out and play it more on the safe side in the 
first minute or so.”

The boxing club meets three-days-a-
week on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day. Sometimes they are at Jesse Owens 
North for practices, other times they are 
at a local gym like Old Skool for sparring. 
Where you end up, Wallinger said, is 
completely up to you. If you are looking 
to become the next Floyd “Money” May-
weather, the intensive training to get you 
at your boxing best is waiting for you. And 
if you are just looking to keep the winter 
weight gains at a minimum, a few nights 
a week of working your ass off will surely 
help burn those extra calories.

Regardless of the route you take, it 
could all change—for better or worse—af-
ter stepping into the ring. You just have to 
show up to find out. •

SHIT TO DO:
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The Schott is empty except for members of the women’s basketball 
team and its coaches. Every sound echoes for what feels like forever, from 
the bounce of the basketball to each syllable of Kevin McGuff talking. This 
isn’t a game, this is practice. We’re talking about practice. But McGuff  
and his staff have to take it seriously, because the team has a game 
tomorrow night. 

When McGuff speaks, everyone listens. The players listen. The 
practice team listens. The assistants listen. Because this season is what 
they’ve worked so hard for. This practice is what gets them ready to take 
on their opponents tomorrow. These instructions are their guide for 
knowing how to beat the best players in the NCAA.

It makes sense for the players. For many of them, basketball is 
their whole life. They’ve dreamt of playing basketball since they were 
kids. But for members of the practice squad—like Matt Stanley—this is 
voluntary. The three-hour practices nearly everyday, the dedication to 
understanding the Buckeyes’ opposition, the endless repeat of the same 
play so that the players can get familiar with it—it’s all voluntary. But 
Stanley still shows up at 9 a.m., every day he’s able.

“From a young age [basketball] was always something that piqued my 
interest,” Stanley recalled. “I remember many nights in the backyard, I had 
just enough of a patio that was basically the width of a lane. I remember, 
I would look up how far the NBA three-point line was versus the college 
one and I marked them out.”

At practice, assistant coach Carrie Banks gives out player 
comparisons that the Practice Squad is supposed to embody. She’ll 
tell her players that a player on the opposing team is a very athletic 
Rondo. Then the Practice Team players have to do their best to become  
that player. 

“In practice, the coaches try to implement ‘Redick,’ ‘LeBron,’ and 
‘Rondo,’”—for J.J. Redick, LeBron James, and Rajon Rondo—“It’s a 
great job by the coaches to determine scouting and make it applicable to 
something that we [the team] have seen,” Stanley said.

And the coaches take these seriously. If Banks tells you you’re a 
Rondo, you don’t take as many threes. If she says you’re a Redick, you’re 
firing from beyond the arc every chance you get. This exercise is all about 
turning the Practice Team into the Buckeyes’ upcoming opponent—and 
making sure the women on the team are familiar with what they’ll see 
when game night comes around.

The whole experience is about the practice team becoming the 
Buckeyes’ opposition.

“Say we had the worst shooter in the world on this practice team, for 
whatever reason. If the scouting says this team gets up a shot every ten 
seconds,” Stanley said. “Then it doesn’t matter whether you can shoot or 
not: get it up. Because that’s what’s important to this particular practice.”

Matt is mostly self-taught in basketball. Aside from the church leagues 

and little leagues he played in through middle 
school, he hasn’t been in organized basketball 
much. He wasn’t on the team in high school. 
He learned his moves watching his favorite 
players—Kobe Bryant above all others—then 
emulating them to the best of his ability.

“LeBron was big at the time, so I used to 
practice his game 2 ‘09 Eastern Conference 
Finals game-winner against Orlando in the 
backyard all the time,” Stanley said. Cleveland 
fans probably remember the shot well—with 
about a second left in the game, LeBron caught 
an inbound pass at the top of the three-point 
line and drained it over Hedo Turkoglu. 

This shot is basically a core memory for 
Stanley. It’s a moment that informed so much 
of his own skill with basketball. He taught 
himself a behind-the-back crossover by 
watching LeBron do it early on in his career. 
His turnaround jumper is molded in the form 
of Kobe. His repertoire is made up of the most 
iconic moves in basketball history. 

With his own dedication to learning paired 
with the basketball IQ he’s gained from Ohio 
State’s coaching staff, Stanley has never been 
better at basketball than he is right now. That is, 
until his next practice.

It started when he was scrolling through 
Twitter while at lunch. As a sport industry 
major and avid basketball fan, he knew he 
couldn’t pass up the opportunity. He showed 
up to a meeting, and that was that. As long as 
he could commit his time and effort, he had a 
spot on the practice team for one of the premier 
women’s basketball programs in the U.S. 

“The first morning we had practice, I was 
just kind of shooting around as we were waiting 
for practice to begin,” Stanley said. “And coach 
McGuff pulled us together and introduced 
himself… and I felt that initial interaction with 
coach McGuff was very welcoming. It felt like 
he valued what we could bring to the table for 
the team.”

And just like that, Stanley found his spot 
at Ohio State. Having not lived on campus, he 
said he never really felt he fit in during his first 
two years at the school. These practices—which 
help him as a basketball player—have also given 
him a sense of belonging at Ohio State. •

1870 ALL-STAR PRACTICE TEAM

MATT STANLEY | GUARD

HEIGHT: 5’9 and a half — but claims 5’10

WEIGHT: 160

SIGNATURE MOVE: Midrange turnaround fade

FAVORITE PLAYER RIGHT NOW: Kyrie Irving 

FAVORITE PLAYER ALL-TIME: Kobe Bryant

FAVORITE SNEAKER: Kobe 10 Elite Rose Gold

ALL-TIME BASKETBALL MOMENT: Dropping 34 
at recess while playing 2-on-6 in seventh grade

PLAYER MOST LIKELY TO DROP BUCKETS ON HIM: 
Janai Crooms

We’re Talkin’ Bout 
PRACTICE!

Matt Stanley took his talents to 
Columbus…to be on the practice team.

  BY TJ NEER  |  PHOTO BY EMMA KATE LOW

SHIT TO DO:
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FOOD AND BOOZE

WHAT’S THE BEST HOLIDAY 
SONG TO GET DRUNK TO?

The holiday season is right around the corner and that means it’s time 
 for house parties with holiday tunes mixed in with all the regular bangers. 

But when it comes to the supreme holiday party jam, what song lands on the 
top? We took to our Instagram to get a pulse on what you guys are playing.

JEREMY KING
(@JEREMYKANG)

All I Want For Christmas Is You  
(FESTIVE EDITION) by Mariah Carey

BIANCA TUCKER 
(@BIANCATUCKER)

Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer  
by Elmo & Patsy

EASTEN DEBORD 
(@EASTENDEBORD)

Dance Of The Sugar Plum Fairy 
from The Nutcracker

RACHEL DANN
(@RACHDANN13)

Drunk On Christmas by Big And Rich

MARY IMRE 

(@MARYIMRE1)

This Christmas by Ruben Studdard

KEELY MISENER 

(@KEELEYMISENER)

Anything from the Jimmy Buffett  
Christmas album

MARY LAVELLE 

(@MARYLAVELLE620)

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays  
by *NSYNC

RYLAN LEE 

(@RYLAN_L)

Deck Da Club by The Ying Yang Twins

ANNA BERLON
(@ANNABERLON)

All I Want For Christmas Is A Real Good Tan 
by Kenny Chesney

HANNAH KAYUHA
(@HANNAHFEK9)

Christmas Tree by Lady Gaga

  BY TJ NEER
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Keeping your belly and wallet  
full every day of the week

DOUGH-SAVING
DINNERS

  BY MADI TASK

You’ve made it to winter break! 
Congratulations! But if you live off-
campus, you still have a couple weeks 
to hang out before going home for 

the holidays. Class won’t keep you busy and 
the money you made over the summer can’t be 
blown just by looking for something to do. We 
hear you. So we’ve made a list of some bonkers 
underrated dinner deals around the city that 
could easily give you leftovers for the next day 
while still giving you a fun night out of the house.

MONDAYS

Arch City Tavern | 862 N. High St.
$5 burgers and fries, $0.50 for extra toppings

Finals are over but Monday still feels like the 
start of a hellish week. Treat yourself with this 
upscale, off-campus option that reminds you 
that you do deserve better, but today you can 
only afford $5. Get there during happy hour 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. for half off drinks too. 
Double treat yo’self.

TUESDAYS

 Cazuelas Grill | 2321 N. High St.
$2 tacos

What pairs perfectly with a $20 margarita 
pitcher shared amongst friends? $2 tacos that 
you conveniently remember are being offered 
right when the drunk sets in. (Not to mention 
free chips and salsa!) 

WEDNESDAYS

Two Bucks | 195 Chittenden Ave.
$12.95 all-you-can-eat wings

I’ve been in love with Two Bucks ever since 
they introduced their $12 gameday beer towers, 
but $12 unlimited wings, too? Head over heels 
FALLEN. Stick close by campus in the cold 
winter weather and relax with some wings and 
maybe a few rounds of darts. You gotta give the 
new campus bars a chance sometime, and now is 
the time for Two Bucks!

THURSDAYS

Fourth Street Bar & Grill | 1810 N. Fourth St.
$3 burgers & fries

I still can’t believe this deal exists and I pay  
into it at least twice a month. These burgers 
aren’t half-assed, frozen flat pancakes of ground 
beef, they’re fucking burgers. Thicc and juicy 
with buttery bun, fries and all. Toppings start at 
$0.25 to add on, and if you go during happy hour 
you can treat yourself to cheap drinks and half 
off apps!

FRIDAYS

Harrison’s on Third | 335 W. Third Ave.
$7 BYOPizza

Riding the line between “upscale lounge 
and humble sports bar” like you been riding 
your winter cuff-buddy, Harrison’s on Third 
definitely makes you feel like you deserve the 
best experience possible while paying very 
little money. A downtown escape from the 
campus life complete with pool tables and 
flat screens is just the winter break they know 
you’ve been needing.

SATURDAYS

Late Night Slice | 268 S. Fourth St.
$35 full pizza, 3 PBRs, 3 shots

Haven’t had a roommate family dinner in a hot 
minute? Turn that into a hot slice and enjoy 
a trashy and tasty combo of pizza and much 
alcohol at this fan favorite joint. Since it’s 
Saturday, you might as well enjoy yourself at the 
other bars and clubs the downtown has to offer. 
(The Late Night Slice on 4th street is right next to 
16-Bit. Hello cheap, arcade-style fun!)

SUNDAYS 

Union Cafe | 782 N. High St.
$11 all-you-can-eat brunch

It’s Sunday. You think I’m giving you a dinner 
option? Sundays are for brunch, and if you  
eat the correct amount of low-priced food 
(the answer I’m looking for is, too much) you 
won’t even need dinner! So stuff your face with 
arguably the best waffle station and omelet bar in 
all of Columbus. This is the official cure of your 
seasonal depression, brought to you by 1870. A 
staff who cares about you. And your stomach. •• Arch City Tavern  |  Photo provided by Arch City Tavern.

FOOD AND BOOZE
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HELLO 
DONUTS, 
MY OLD 
FRIEND

A year-long review  
of Buckeye Donuts

On campus, you’ve got roughly a thousand 
options for food. From early morning brunch 
spots to 24/7 Greek joints, you’ll never be 
hungry if you’ve got a few bucks. But one icon 
stands above the rest: Buckeye Donuts. 

Open Always, Closed Never! Tells you all 
you need to know about when you can obtain 
one of their delicious donuts—or anything 
from their menu, which is also great. (I 
actually prefer Buckeye Donuts gyros over 
Apollo’s. Fight me.) At Buckeye Donuts, Jelly 
Donut Time is all the time.

Walk in to the cozy shop on North High 
and you’ll be greeted by a glass case and a 
wall full of donuts—each one freshly made 
and more delicious than anything you’ve 
ever imagined. You’ll probably hear some 
old bops, too—like The Steve Miller Band’s 
Abracadabra or Billy Joel’s We Didn’t Start 
the Fire. These old tunes might not be the 
perfect match for your listening interests, but 
they’re part of the atmosphere of Buckeye 
Donuts, the atmosphere that kept me coming 
back for 39 different types of donuts. Thirty. 
Nine. The atmosphere that has kept Buckeye 
Donuts running on campus since 1969, and the 
atmosphere that has made Jimmy Barouxis as 
beloved a character around campus as there 
can be.

Truth be told, donuts weren’t my favorite 
thing in the world when I began my time at 
Ohio State. But it was just something about 
the little donut shop on North High bearing a 
sign of Brutus holding an enormous donut that 
brought me in and hypnotized me into being a 
donut lover of the highest degree. Four years 
ago, I wondered if I would have any lasting 
impact from my time at Ohio State. Today, I 
know that this is my legacy. This is my civic 
duty. This is my magnum opus. And what a 
journey it was.

DONUTS THAT I HAVE 
DREAMS ABOUT

1.) MAPLE BACON

Before I started this journey, my favorite donuts 
were cream-filled long johns. Adding bacon on 
top made this the best of the best. I honestly 
was a bit skeptical going into it: I thought the 
bacon would be too crunchy and take away 
from the goodness of the donut as a whole, but 
I was blown away by how good this donut was. 
This donut is the best of the best.

2.) CRUMB CAKE

Without a doubt my favorite regular (non-
fancy) donut. This was the first donut I 
entered into my catalogue, and was one of the 
very best I ever tasted. Got $1.10? Buy a crumb 
cake donut.

3.) CINNAMON STIX

A stix donut with cinnamon and sugar 
powdered on top? Hell. Yes. This donut is like 
if they made Cinnamon Toast Crunch cereal 
into a donut, but without the crunch. Just a 
cloud of sugary, cinnamon-y goodness.

4.) LONG JOHN (MAPLE)

The best of the long john donuts, which are my 
favorite category of donut. I think that this is 
one donut I’ll never get tired of.

DAMN GOOD DONUTS
These donuts are exactly as the title would 
suggest: damn good. These donuts aren’t as 
high on my list as the previous ones, but there 
are some highlights worth mentioning. The 
Coconut Cake donut is great, and I don’t even 
like shredded coconut. Keeping that theme 
alive, the Apple Fritter donut is one donut 
I fuck with and I don’t even like apples. The 
Buckeye donut is an icon itself, and I didn’t 
eat one until I was finishing up my quest, but 
this donut is superb and insanely filling. Of 
course, the other iconic Buckeye Donut, the 
Jelly Donut appears on this list as well as the 
Paczki in raspberry; in hindsight, I should’ve 
tried the paczki in every flavor. 

5.) COCONUT CAKE

6.) APPLE & SPICE

7.) CHOCOLATE RAISED

8.) BUCKEYE

9.) VANILLA CREAM

10.) BLUEBERRY CAKE

11.) APPLE FRITTER

12.) STIX

13.) BOWTIE

14.) CUSTARD

15.) CHOCOLATE CUSTARD

16.) CHOCOLATE CREAM

17.) STRAWBERRY JELLY

18.) PACZKI (RASPBERRY)

19.) LONG JOHN (WHITE ICING)

20.) ORIGINAL JELLY

DAMN GOOD DONUTS 
(CONT’)

21.) BUTTERMILK

22.) CRONUT

23.) FRENCH CRULLER

24.) BLUEBERRY

25.) GLAZED

26.) CINNAMON POWDERED

27.) LONG JOHN (CHOCOLATE ICING)

28.) BLUEBERRY

SITUATIONAL SLAPPERS
The donuts in the final tier aren’t bad donuts 
because if you know one thing about Buckeye 
Donuts: they don’t have bad donuts. This 
list includes the plain Old Fashioned donut 
for anyone who hates glazing; the seasonal 
Pumpkin Spice donut which is perfect for 
eating in the fall, and only the fall; and the 
Peanut Cake donut which is absolutely 
covered in peanuts. It’s perfect if you like that 
kind of stuff, and a total nightmare for anyone 
allergic to peanuts.

29.) PEANUT CAKE

30.) OREO

31.) DEVIL’S FOOD

32.) OLD FASHIONED

33.) CINNAMON ROLL

34.) PUMPKIN SPICE

35.) CHOCOLATE FROSTED

36.) RED VELVET

37.) GERMAN CHOCOLATE

38.) HOLIDAY SPICE

39.) LEMON •

  BY TJ NEER  |  PHOTOS BY ETHAN CLEWELL
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If You Bring A New Yorker 
To Campus, He’s Gonna 
Want A Slice
There’s no need to leave Columbus to get a New York style pizza

BY BRANDON BLOOM | PHOTO BY CHRIS CASSELLA

Everyone loves pizza. It’s a fact. There’s just something about the 
combination of cheese, sauce, and dough that gets the taste buds going. 
Being from New York, I’m always in search of a great pizza place that 
reminds me of home. After failing to find anything decent through 

passive searching, I went on a mission to try and find the best cheese slice to get 
me through the months at school. No more pizza pies cut like brownies, no more 
burnt or poorly made personal pies from franchises. Just a delicious cheese slice 
to feel less homesick.

Paulie Gee’s Short North
1195 N. High St.

If Fleetwood Mac transformed into a pizzeria, this would be it. The hipster vibe 
was off-putting for a pizza place, but I was pleased to see a massive brick oven 
painted white to match the minimalist aesthetic. The menu only consisted of 
personal pies that were fairly expensive. Expecting a trendy spin on pizza, I took 
the first bite of my cheese pie (named the Regina) and my mind was transported 
to Italy. The flavors blended together in harmony, creating a symphony of zest. 
The pizza wasn’t just good, it was fresh. Each ingredient was a piece of the puzzle 
in a divine slice. Yet, the discouraging factor here would be the costly price—the 
Regina was $13. If you’re looking for a date night spot or trying to treat yourself, 
Paulie Gee’s is a great choice.

Aracri Pizzeria
1607 N. High St.

The new kid on the block located on South Campus. Could it fill the void of losing 
The O Patio & Pub pizza? I walked in and was greeted with a friendly smile and 
quality service. For a $3.75 cheese slice, it was a pleasant surprise that matched 
the layout of the parlor. Nothing spectacular, but not too shabby. It was a happy 
medium that I enjoyed for the duration my meal. Definitely worth skipping a long 
line at Blaze for a few dollars more, or if you don’t want to take a trek north for the 
final suggestion.

Sicilia’s Fine Italian Specialties
22 Frambes Ave.

I saved the best for last. A smaller shop next to one of the more popular campus 
bars, Sicilia’s pizza is exceptional. It makes up for the lack of size and indoor seating 
in taste. The cheese slice is all I could ask for of an Ohio pizza. Well-balanced 
sauce to cheese ratio, a thin crust with a thicker edge, and enough New York flop 
and grease to make me feel somewhat at home. It wasn’t an exact match, but it 
hit all the major keys I needed to experience that nostalgia. If the cold weather 
is too daunting, their delivery still holds up. Sicilia’s brings out my inner child to 
the point where I become Kevin McCallister: sporting a wide grin, taking a strong 
inhale to capture the aroma, and hearing an inner voice that sings, “A lovely cheese 
pizza just for me.”• A S L I C E F R O M PAU L I E G E E ’ S
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BOUJEE
BOOZE
EXPAND YOUR DRINKING PALATE WITH THIS

 MONTHLY INSTALLMENT OF NEW BOOZE

BY ALEXIS HALL

Arguably one of the greatest times in college 
is when we finally turn 21. No longer are the 
days of looking over your shoulder when 

you stop by PJ’s to buy alcohol, or praying that your 
fake I.D. doesn’t get taken when it’s scanned at Bulls. 
For some of the younger crowd, the idea of a Friday 
night drinking shitty beer or cups filled a quarter full 
with Four Loko at some frat party seems like a blast. 
I mean hey, at least you won’t get an underage right? 
But for those of us that are able to get into Out-R-Inn, 
but also want to celebrate the end of the school week 
with something a little more fancy than a double well 
there are better options if you’re willing to travel away 
from Greek Row. Because let’s be honest, there’s just 
something about holding a martini glass in your hand, 
or drinking from a huge handled pint glass that makes 
you feel like you can conquer the world. 

BEER: Platform Holiday Donut 
Cookie Ale
The holidays are right around the corner, so it is only 
fitting that we review a holiday beer. If you disagree, 
well sorry, wait until next month I guess. But for those 
of you in the holiday spirit, first of all I like you better, 
and second, give Platform’s Holiday Donut Cookie ale 
a try. Coming in at a whopping 7% alcohol content 
a single can of this beer can nearly replace two cans 
of Bud Light, and it tastes better too! The flavor will 
definitely give you a sense of the holidays, and if you 
squint your taste buds really hard you can even pick 
out the undertone taste of a heavy cake donut. Be 
forewarned, there are a lot of flavors in this beer, and 
for some it may be a bit overwhelming. But on the 
brightside it isn’t too hoppy, so for those of you who 
choose to drink Natty because it tastes like water down 
literally any other decent beer then this one might just 
be for you. You can even get it at Target (they really do 
have everything).

COCKTAIL: Moscow Mule
The cocktail of choice for this month is the Moscow 
Mule from Arch City Tavern. No this isn’t named after 
a Russian ass, but there is some vodka in it. Specifically, 
Arch City uses Absolut vodka, ginger beer, and lime 
juice to concoct this cocktail, and to add a little flair 
they garnish with a lime wedge and slice of sugared 
ginger (the ginger is arguably the best part). This drink 
is an excellent choice because instead of feeling the 
burn of vodka go down, ushering the feel of Satan’s 
spit in your mouth, the ginger beer gives you a better 
burn that actually tastes good and refreshing. So grab 
your copper mugs (because without them this drink 
just doesn’t taste the same) and try your own variation. 
This drink can be made with gin, bourbon, or vodka 
and if you do a little searching you can find some pretty 
exotic flavors on ginger beer. Happy drinking!•

P H OTO P R OV I D E D BY P L AT F O R M B E E R CO .

• P H OTO P R OV I D E D BY A R C H C I T Y TAV E R N



Bartenders come in all shapes and sizes, 
and from all walks of life. Who’s to 
say who is best equipped to give you 

what you need when you sit down across the 
bar? Bartenders. Professional babysitters, 
part-time psychologists, and a drunk’s best 
friend in the moment. When you need to 
know the best spots to get your drink on 
around campus and who to chat up while 
you’re there, we’ve got you.

What’s the craziest or weirdest thing 
you’ve seen as a bartender? 
We had someone passed out in the girls’ 
room after we closed, but we didn’t find 
her until we were cleaning the place at 3 
a.m. And she was in a stall and the door 
was locked, so I had to crawl under the 
door and unlock it to get her out and get 
her home. 

What’s the best way to get your atten-
tion on a busy night? 
We know you need a drink if you’re up 
here. Don’t be aggressive. Eye contact 
helps. Sliding your drink down to the 
other side of the bar is also good. 

What’s the worst way to get your at-
tention on a busy night? 
Waving your card or waving your hand. 
Tapping me—actually tapping me is the 
worst. Just being obnoxious.

What’s one song that is overplayed at 
the bar? 
Sweet Caroline definitely. The most 
over-requested song is Freebird though. 
People love to ask for that, but we’re not 
playing it—it’s too long. 

What’s your go-to cocktail lately? 
I’m a whiskey drinker so just a whiskey 
on the rocks. I’ve been drinking Angel’s 
Envy lately. I like the regular and the rye. 

BARKEEP 
CONFESSIONAL

A N D R E W  S A V A G E  
T H R E E S  A B O V E  H I G H

What’s your go-to beer lately? 
I’m pretty simple with my beer—I like 
lighter beers mostly. Yuengling is good. 
If we’re drinking IPA’s, I like the Purple 
Haze.

When you aren’t at Threes, what bar 
are you typically found at? 
Somewhere in the Short North. I usually 
start at Barrel On High and bar hop from 
there. When I’m staying in the campus 
area, Out-R-Inn.

What do you like to do with your free 
time outside of bartending? 
I love the outdoors so hiking or biking 
(road biking). The trails are usually real-
ly clear after the football season, so I’m 
looking forward to that. 

If you could grab a drink with anyone—
dead or alive—who would it be and 
what would you drink? 
I’d drink with Matthew McConaughey. 
I love his acting and I just feel like he’d 
have stories for days. And we’d drink Wild 
Turkey. 

Threes Above High is the follow-up to 
Too’s Spirits Under High; which one is 
better and why? 
They’re both very different. Too’s was 
smaller and it was a little better for bar-
tending because you only had a small 
section to work. But overall I think Threes 
is a better bar, I like it more. 

Finish the sentence: Threes is the best 
bar on campus because… 
The staff is the best. We’re like a family 
here. It’s the reason we have such a low 
turnover rate. We treat you like one of us 
when you’re here. 

FOOD AND BOOZE

   BY KEVIN KEATON
  PHOTOS BY COLLINS LAATSCH
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Alright Ohio, nobody said to skip fall 
and go straight into winter, so I’m gonna 
need that 30 degree weather to stop 
ASAP! However these frigid December 
temperatures doesn’t mean you have to 
sacrifice the outfit for the sake of being 
warm. Having different selections of 
jackets add variation to your wardrobe, 
and can change the effect of any look. 
Of course, the goal is to withstand those 
freezing temps, but no one said you can’t 
look good while doing it! 

Tan-Overcoat
This jacket has to be one of the 
suave-ist things I own and that’s 
THAT! Honestly, it elevates literally 
any look you put this over, even 
something as simple as joggers and 
a sweatshirt. With the new wave 
of athleisure, and the timelessness 
of dapper wear, this jacket is 
now completely versatile for any 
occasion. Best thing about this 
jacket is that I got it on sale! Jackets 
tend to last longer throughout the 
seasons, so check out your local 
discount store for some great deals. 
This TopMan jacket was on sale and 
Nordstrom Rack (all hail the Rack!!).

JUST 
JACKETS

Levi Jacket 
This corduroy tan Levi jacket is always my go-to for 
almost any occasion. When picking jackets, I tend to 
go for ones that are pretty versatile, so that I know 
I’m getting a good wear out of it. This jacket goes 
with almost anything like a pair of black jeans, or 
blue jeans like the ones I’m wearing, and the sherpa 
detailing on the collar is probably one of my favorite 
things about it. Price point for this one is gonna be a 
little up there, I was able to get mine for about $90, 
but this jacket has essentially purchased itself from 
how many times I’ve worn it!  

BY EYON ERTACHEW 
PHOTOS BY COLLINS LAATSCH

Spice up your winter look with 
these fashionable jackets
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THE 1870 

Lip Kit 
with  Cam Deville

The holiday season is full of reasons to get 
dressed up and looking your best. Whether 
you’re headed out to a Christmas party with 
the family or a New Year’s Eve rager with 
your roommates, here are three ways you 
can spice up your lipstick palette! Plus, who 
doesn’t want an excuse to burn through all 
that holiday money at Sephora?

A Deep Red
Everyone knows that a red lip 
stands out. This year, the trend 
is going a little darker. I’m 
wearing ‘Pencil Me In’ from 
Colourpop cosmetics. I’m a bit 
of a Colourpop addict since their 
prices are so affordable and their 
quality is outstanding! Pull out a 
berry or burgundy lip and make a 
bold statement this winter.

A Classic Nude
This year, bold might be better, but you still can’t go 
wrong with the classics. I’m wearing ‘Little Stitious,’ a 
pinky nude from Colourpop. Whether it’s an everyday 
look or a soft glam, you really can’t go wrong with a 
nude. In order to find the nude that fits you, look at your 
undertones. For example, if you have you have an olive 
skin tone with cool undertones, you’re going to want to 
look for a shade darker than your complexion that has 
more of a pink hue.

Something 
Fun

Holiday season is lipstick 
season. Colors get darker 
and bolder. This winter, 
spice things up with 
something out of your 
comfort zone. I’m wearing 
‘JV’ from Colourpop, 
one of their matte Lux 
lipsticks. Both the matte 
and satin lux lips are 
super pigmented and 
comfortable.
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TIME TO   
CHANGE

Sydney Rubin will be 
graduating with a degree in 
public affairs and is looking 
forward to finding a full-
time position without the 
stress of class.
After graduation, I will continue my part 
time internship with Columbus Recreation 
and Parks Department in addition to my 
student services desk position at the John 
Glenn College of Public Affairs. While 
working part time, I’ll be able to really 
research full time positions without the 
pressure of classes on top of it. Although 
it would have been nice for me to graduate 
with a full time position lined up, I think 
that this gap period will allow me to 
really ref lect on what I want to pursue!

Adam Adams-Grooms will 
be receiving his Master of 
Public Administration this 
winter, and he doesn’t plan 

on sticking around in Ohio.
I’ll be getting my Master of Public 
Administration and hopefully moving to 
either DC or Europe to pursue some careers 
in international policy! It helps that I have 
a strong family foundation and two older 
sisters who went through the same process 
(10 years ago though haha)...One thing 
that has helped is getting my resume and 
generic cover letter done early, that way I 
only have to fine tune it and make it more 
specific for each job. I then had numerous 
people proofread it. My next step was 
actually my boyfriend’s idea. We’re creating 
three “bubbles” in order to organize our 
personal needs and wants. The first bubble 
is just what I personally want to do/be 
in the next couple months-10 years. The 
second bubble is what I want, but adding in 
family as a factor (such as if I want to live 
nearby, if I have a family in the future, etc.) 
And the final bubble is what I want, but 
adding in family and my boyfriend. This 
helps me prioritize my thoughts because 

sometimes we tend to get hung up on what 
society tells us what we think we would 
want after graduation, or sometimes we 
are worried about how our actions affect 
other people. This is just an organizer to use 
to help separate what I want versus other 
people want and try to see if there are any 
similarities between the lists.

Sarah Cline will be 
graduating with a degree in 
speech and hearing science 
with plans for graduate 
school in the future.
I’ll be a speech therapist if all goes as 
planned! I have to go to grad school for 
two years to get a masters in speech-
language pathology, and I’ll have the option 
of working in schools, hospitals, private 
practices, and so many other areas. I’m 
taking a gap year so I’m hoping to apply for 
jobs after finals when I have more time, and 
start full time at the end of January. I figure 
I would enjoy a job in a preschool because 
I love working with kids, or I could also be 
a receptionist in a medical environment to 
expose myself to medical experience. If all 
else fails, I can always be a server at a fancy 
restaurant to save up money.

Alyssa Strumbly will be 
receiving her degree in 
strategic communications 
as well as a double minor 
in professional writing and 
fashion retail studies. 
She’s hoping her path 
will take her into the 
fashion industry.
I am open to a lot of different options. I 
have had experience working in marketing, 
journalism and writing, and retail. I think 
PR (public relations) seems like something 
I would be interested in. I try not to plan 
too hard, just living life one day at a time. 
Overall, whatever I end up doing, I hope 
it has some connection to fashion or the 
fashion industry. My two dream jobs would 
be either a travel journalist, kind of Anthony 
Bourdain (RIP) adjacent, or a creative 
director similar to Virgil Abloh. 

From students 
to young 
professionals, 
here’s what 
the new batch 
of Buckeye 
grads are 
doing after 
college
BY 1870 STAFF

ILLUSTRATIONS BY RYAN CASKEY

T
he dreaded question 
is coming now that 
you’ve graduated: 

what’s next?

The truth is, that question 
sucks. But here’s what they 
don’t want you to know: you 
don’t have to have a plan 
right now. And if you do have 
a plan for post-graduation, 
good for you! Either way, we 
wanted to make sure that 
all graduating seniors don’t 
have to feel alone. Starting 
a job can be just as scary 
as not having one. Whether 
you are preparing to fly to 
a new state for a new job or 
just hoping for a call back 
for an interview, here’s what 
graduating Buckeyes are 
getting into with their post-
grad life.

Sydney Rubin will
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If you’ve made it to graduation, you know that you couldn’t have done 
it without some help. Whether that help came from professional 
advice from an advisor, educational resources from professors, or 
just goofing off with your best friend in the dorms, there are people 
who always seem to be there when you need them most. In a way 

of saying thanks to all those who have helped, we rounded up some 
graduating seniors to have them shout out some of the most important 
people in their college careers.

Trevor Lewis shouts out his long-time friend and roommate 
of three-years, Nick Vallo.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY OF BEING WITH THIS PERSON?

Favorite had to be going to the Cavs’ watch party to see them win the 2016 championship.

WHY DOES EVERYONE NEED A FRIEND LIKE NICK?

Because college is hard enough and doing it alone will make you miserable [laughs].

Mike Rudibaugh had a few shout outs to make for the 
people who made his college life better. Sean McCann, John 
Murray, Reid Stephan, and Dan Misencik all deserve a drink.

How Firm
Thy Friendship

Graduating seniors reflect on the people most  
influential throughout their time at college

 
BY 1870 STAFF •  ILLUSTRATIONS BY RYAN CASKEY

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST MEMORY 
OF MEETING YOUR FRIENDS?

My first memory of meeting Dan was in an 
accounting class and I didn’t know anyone 
in the class but I recognized Dan because he 
went to my high school so I went and sat by 
him. We ended having class together everyday 
that semester and we became really good 
friends. I have lot of memories with Reid 
and John because we lived together for three 
years, but my favorites memories came from 
playing the game catan with them. There was 
one game that Sean, Reid, John, and I were 
playing where we were all tied at 9 points and 
you need 10 to win! It was definitely our most 
intense game ever and we were all stuck on 9 
points for like 45 minutes and the whole game 
took us over 2 hours. Eventually John won the 
game and we were all going crazy!

WHY DOES EVERYONE NEED 
A FRIEND LIKE YOURS?

Well in my opinion I think it is important to 
have close friends that will stick by you and 
help you when you need it! College is a very 
stressful time in people’s lives and having good 
friends can help you relieve that stress. While 
you won’t do everything together college is not 
something you want to do on your own!

Nikki Tecco shouts out her 
friend Alyssa Holaday who 
quickly became her close 
friend and a home-away-
from-home for when she was 
stressed about school.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE 
MEMORY WITH ALYSSA?

My favorite memory is the GreekCru Christmas 
Tea, which Alyssa spends FOREVER planning. 
We get to spend time decorating Christmas 
cookies and ornaments, and enjoying cookies 
and hot cocoa! It is honestly the best way to 
kick off the Christmas season and I love getting 
to just spend time with her there...She would 
help me by encouraging me to focus on the 
bigger picture- that ultimately, a bad grade on 
a test will not matter in the end. She has also 
been such an incredible resource as I prepare 
for graduation, offering to introduce me to 
people and reminding me that everything 
will work out! So she is a staff member with 2 
BEAUTIFUL human baby girls and a husband 
who also works for Cru.

WHY DOES EVERYONE 
NEED A FRIEND LIKE YOURS?

Because you need someone to remind you 
what is really important and help you to reset 
your perspective. A lot of times in college, 
something goes wrong and your emotions 
spiral. Finding a mentor is so crucial for 
advice and just well needed encouragement as 
you navigate such a large university and new 
chapter in your life. We are in such a weird 
transition period from childhood to adulthood, 
and you need someone by your side who loves 
you and remind you of the ultimate goal

Alli Hammersla shouts out 
her random roommate from 
freshman year,  
Megan Pettner, who always 
kept Alli sane during 
stressful times.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE 
MEMORY WITH MEGAN?

Any time I would look ugly at her when we 
were studying we both knew it was time for a 
UDF slushee (specifically the yellow Mountain 
Dew flavor). Those little breaks kept up all 
throughout college and are when we had the 
most laughs. 

WHY DOES EVERYONE  
NEEDA FRIEND LIKE YOURS?

Her and I were always on the same page. Not 
matter what stressful this I was going through, 
I knew Megan would understand and have my 
back. Now I have a friend for life and will be 
able to have a piece of OSU even after college 
life. •
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Still dreaming of opening that small-
town, restaurant from the ground 
up? Don’t feel like you have the 

tools or money readily available to do it? If 
this sounds like you, you probably have the 
Business Blues. 1870 is here to help! We 
reached out to Ohio State alumni who did 
the unthinkable: start a personal business 
after graduation. 

Ellen Shirk was studying architecture 
as a junior at Ohio State when she started 
taking fashion classes for fun. As a lover of 
online shopping, she began wondering if she 
could make a business of her own selling 
clothes online.

This woman is only 24 and already gets 
to call herself a business owner. Unlike some 
young professionals who find success early, 
she was incredibly humble and eager to learn. 
However, working with the construction 
team for her new store, she said her age is 
something that is still in the back of her mind. 

“I’m 24 and a girl, and these guys are 
pretty much all guys and the youngest one 
is probably in his 30’s. They’re all listening 

to me. It’s weird that they’re listening to me, 
but the other side is ‘I hope they take me 
seriously.’”

Shirk explained she got her start through 
school by reaching out to her professor in 
the fashion department for a mentorship in 
an independent study. Instead of just one 
professor, Shirk and her two friends were 
able to secure two mentors: Alex Suer and 
Wendy Goldstein.

“Be persistent; I would call 
someone every day, twice a day, 
because I knew if I didn’t find 
another space I wouldn’t be 

able to continue doing business. 
I was persistent until I got an 
answer. I knew I needed it.”

Soon, the passion for fashion quickly 
became more serious for Shirk. For 

Christmas, her mom for gifted her a $97 year-
long subscription for a website to build her 
brand. After graduation, Shirk set a goal to 
launch a website to sell some products. That 
turned into investing $500 for one little rack 
of a few things, and then quickly evolved into 
pop-up shops in Columbus on the weekends.

Shirk didn’t jump into the deep-end of 
the business pool, she played her first year 
out of college smart and safe. She had a 
full-time job in architecture, so working on 
VAMP was a side project at the time.

And a lot of the time when it comes to 
opening your business, timing is everything. 
For Shirk, she found herself in a lucky 
situation with the lease on her first VAMP 
location: the owner was going to let the lease 
sit empty for a year. Shirk took her chances, 
asked if she could use it until the lease was 
up, and soon had her first brick-and-mortar 
location in the Short North.

When it came to her new store, which 
just opened Dec. 1, Shirk knew it would take 
a little more than luck to keep the business 
running for more than a year. 

“Be persistent; I would call someone 
every day, twice a day, because I knew if I 
didn’t find another space I wouldn’t be able 
to continue doing business. I was persistent 
until I got an answer. I knew I needed it.”

Even though the business belongs to 
Shirk, she was consistent in reminding  
me that she couldn’t have done this alone  
and is grateful for every helping hand along 
the way.

This goes for Shirk’s family who helped 
build half of her store’s interior like the 
shelving, the tables, the light fixtures, and 
more, as well as professionals she met along 
the way who have been working with people 
like her for years.

Titles like these may seem so distanced 
from whatever career field we see ourselves 
in after college, but the truth is that the 
whole world is connected, person-to-person. 
Relationships are key and you can find new 
mentors and members of your business’s 
family anywhere. They’re key in helping  
you grow.

Maybe you came into college already 
knowing the entrepreneur-look suited you. 
For some students, it’s always been the 
dream. Take Austin Pence for example. He 
worked back home on school breaks at his 
friend’s dad’s t-shirt shop called Cold Duck 
in Youngstown, Ohio. By his sophomore 
year of college, the two friends knew that 
his dad was ready to pass the business down 
to his son, Chad, so it was on the top of  
Austin’s mind.

“There we were: barely  
two months after graduation 

and my friends and I were 
transforming an old beef jerky 

spot on High Street into  
Pop’s Printed Apparel.”

“We often tossed around the idea of how 
cool it would be to bring the shop to campus. 
In an odd series of events, Chad’s father lost 
his business due to an illness at the same time 
I graduated from Ohio State, and suddenly 
the idea didn’t seem so far-fetched. There 
we were: barely two months after graduation 
and my friends and I were transforming an 
old beef jerky spot on High Street into Pop’s 
Printed Apparel.”

While a random turn of events like this 
can surprise you with unexpected luck, there 

are a few questions you should ask yourself 
before pursuing your idea. Is there even a 
market for it? How much is the startup capital 
going to cost? For a t-shirt shop sitting next 
to a college that houses the largest number of 
student organizations in the country, Pence’s 
numbers were set to work out well.

“At the end of the day, whether you’re 
creating a new product or entering a mature 
market, investors want to see how they’re 
going to make their money back. It all goes 
back to the fundamental question of whether 
or not there are enough customers who need 
whatever it is you’re selling.”

The numbers can’t predict everything, 
though.

“Without a doubt, the toughest part in 
my career thus far was when a large client 
went bankrupt and we were left footing an 
enormous bill that they couldn’t pay. Not only 
were we not paid for all of the work we had 
done, but we also had to pay off our suppliers 
who provided the garments and materials for 
the client. It was a huge hit for our business 
and it fell squarely on my shoulders. I felt 
like I had just dropped my baby down the 
steps from the beginning of that one Ace  
Ventura movie.”

“Creating a tight-knit group 
to work with makes life much 

more bearable even on the 
worst days. Whether it be 

choosing a business partner or 
hiring your first employees, the 
people you surround yourself 

with to help build your business 
will be crucial in the long haul.”

Money isn’t the only thing that will keep 
your business resilient, though. It’s also 
about creating a workplace family. Especially 
while it’s still kicking off the ground and it 
feels like you’re working 24/7.

“Creating a tight-knit group to work 
with makes life much more bearable 
even on the worst days. Whether it be 
choosing a business partner or hiring your 
first employees, the people you surround 
yourself with to help build your business 
will be crucial in the long haul. Chad is a 
super laid back, easy-going guy while I’m 
very detail-oriented. If we were doing 

this thing alone, nothing would get done.” 
The community doesn’t stop there. Pence 
places a lot of the business’s success on the 
Columbus clients who helped him off the 
ground, both by doing business with him and 
spreading the word about the new t-shirt kid 
in town. 

“I’ve gotta give a shout out to Scott 
Ellsworth and Dan Starek here. Scott’s 
bar Too’s (R.I.P.) was one of our very first 
clients. Through Scott, I met Dan who owns 
Oldfield’s and they’ve been clients and 
friends ever since. Scott gives me the dad 
treatment every once in a while, and Dan 
claims Chad and I are the little brothers he 
never wanted, but they’ve both helped our 
business through word of mouth and given 
us a ton of advice along the way.”

“There are times when things 
get incredibly tough as an 

entrepreneur, and it’s all too 
easy to look at your friends who 

work ‘regular’ jobs and think, 
‘Man, that would’ve  

been so much easier.’ But the 
most worthwhile endeavors  
are often the most difficult,  

and I try to live by that.”

Shirk encourages you to be realistic with 
your time, energy, and know-how.

“Everyone will say you should do things 
in a certain order. ‘Do this photo shoot! Do this 
fashion show! Take pictures of the customers 
in your store! Have your website look like this!’ 
I also need to sleep at night. Watch a movie 
with my roommate. Go out at night. See my 
family on the weekends. It’s a balancing act 
with my life and my work.”

Pence admits he can get caught up in 
asking himself, “Why am I doing this?” 
Finding the energy and the optimism 
to push through are what makes young 
business owners different than your other  
average grads.

“There are times when things get 
incredibly tough as an entrepreneur, and 
it’s all too easy to look at your friends who 
work ‘regular’ jobs and think, ‘Man, that 
would’ve been so much easier.’ But the most 
worthwhile endeavors are often the most 
difficult, and I try to live by that.” •

Dear Alma Mater...O-HI-O
OSU graduates dish out what it takes to be an entrepreneur in Columbus 

BY MADI TASK •  ILLUSTRATIONS BY RYAN CASKEY
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